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Municipal  Health  Centre, 
Whitegate  Drive, 

Blackpool. 
August,  1947. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 

County  Borough  of  Blackpool. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Sudlow  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  and  the  activities  of  the  Health  Department  for  the 
year  1946. 

Although  August  1945  saw  the  end  of  the  war  there  remains 
a considerable  shortage  of  paper  and  this  report  is  still  abridged. 
I have,  however,  included  all  the  data,  statistical  and  social,  to 
indicate  the  varied  scope  of  the  work  and  I would  commend  it  to 
your  careful  perusal. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  is  150,090 
which  shows  a rise  of  6,440  on  the  previous  year’s  estimate.  This 
is  probably  explained  by  the  return  of  the  men  and  women  from 
the  forces. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  13.7  per  thousand  population  shows  an 
increase  on  last  year  when  the  figure  was  12.5  per  thousand.  Since 
1940  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  which  is 
higher  now  than  at  any  time  since  1926.  It  is,  however,  still 
considerably  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole. 

After  a slight  rise  to  14.8  last  year  the  Death  Rate  has  fallen 
to  13.8  per  thousand  population  during  the  present  year  as 
compared  with  11.5  per  thousand  in  the  country  as  a whole.  This 
disparity  is  largely  to  be  explained  by  the  great  number  of  old 
persons  in  the  population  as  many  elderly  people  come  to  Black- 
pool to  retire.  Heart  Diseases  and  Cancer  were  the  main  single 
causes  of  deaths.  The  Infant  Mortality  rate  was  37.8  per  thousand 
live  births.  This  shows  no  drop  in  the  figure  from  last  year  but 
over  the  past  few  years  there  has  been  a steady  decline  due,  no 
doubt,  in  part  to  the  increasing  use  being  made  of  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Whilst  measles  showed  a 
slight  rise  there  was  no  extensive  epidemic.  There  were  forty- 
four  cases  of  diphtheria,  the  lowest  recorded  number  for  any  one 
year  since  1933.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  effect  of  the  intensive 
immunisation  campaign  is  showing  results. 
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ihe  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  scheme  continues  satisfactorily. 
The  incidence  of  the  disease  is  still  high  compared  with  the 
immediate  pre-war  years  but  is  beginning  to  show  signs  of  falling. 
Artificial  Pneumothorax  treatment  is  now  carried  out  both  at  the 
Health  Centre  and  the  Annexe  at  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Black- 
pool, and  the  number  of  patients  receiving  treatment  is  gradually 
increasing  with  a definite  saving  of  hospital  beds. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  scheme  continues  to  function 
in  all  its  branches,  and  I have  to  record  great  satisfaction  at  the 
increasing  use  being  made  of  the  facilities  by  the  mothers.  With 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  Ministry  of  Health  discontinued  the 
Emergency  Maternity  Homes  scheme  and  from  1st  April  this  year 
the  Local  Authority  took  over  the  financial  responsibility  for  the 
management  of  “Glenroyd”  and  “New  Central’’  as  Maternity 
Homes  with  accommodation  for  approximately  seventy  cases. 

We  have  been  very  anxious  to  increase  the  scope  of  the  Home 
Help  scheme  for  mothers  during  their  confinement  but  have  found 
it  impossible  to  recruit  suitable  personnel.  Continued  efforts  will 
be  made  in  this  connection. 

With  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Section  I would 
draw  your  attention  to  the  body  of  the  report.  The  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  continues  to  increase  in  various  directions  and 
a large  amount  of  work  has  been  undertaken.  I would  also  draw 
your  attention  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  on  the  Manufacture 
and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  Borough  prepared  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Senior  Food  Inspector. 

During  the  year  the  National  Health  Service  Act  was  passed 
by  Parliament.  At  the  moment  I can  offer  no  special  comment  on 
the  Act  but  it  will  certainly  materially  alter  the  administration  of 
the  department.  Its  implications  will  be  more  fully  reported  on 
in  the  next  Annual  Report. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  record  with  appreciation  the 
assistance  I have  received  from  all  members  of  my  staff  in  the 
distinctly  difficult  circumstances  following  the  war  conditions. 
Further  I wish  to  offer  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued  support  and 
encouragement  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

I remain. 

Your  faithful  servant, 
GEORGE  W.  MURRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


The  Worshipful  the  Mayor, 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  I.  NICKSON,  M.B.E.,  J.P.  (to  Nov.,  1946). 
Mr.  Councillor  J.  R.  F.  HILL,  M.M.  (from  November,  1946). 
Mr.  Alderman  D.  J.  BAILEY,  J.P.  (Chairman) 

J.  R.  QUAYLE,  J.P. 


Councillor 


Mrs. 

Mr. 


) f i 


ANDERSON,  (Senior),  J.P. 

DR.  BAIRD 

BARNES 

DUNN 

FAIRCLOUGH 

FAIRHURST  (Vice-Chairman) 

FURNESS 

HILL,  JOS. 

HUDDART 
MACHIN,  J.P. 

MORRIS 

OGDEN 

PARKER 

RICHARDSON  (from  Nov.,  1946) 

SUDLOW 

WELLS 

WINSTANLEY  (to  Nov.,  1946) 


MATERNITY  & CHILD  TUBERCULOSIS 

WELFARE  SUB  COMMITTEE  SUB-COMMITTEE 


The  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Mr.  Alderman  D.  J.  Bailey,  J.P.  (Chairman) 

Mr.  Councillor  P.  FAIRHURST,  (Vice-Chairman) 

Mr.  Alderman  J.  R.  QUAYLE,  J.P. 

,,  Councillor  ANDERSON  Mr.  Councillor  ANDERSON 
(Senior)  (Senior) 


DR.  BAIRD 

BARNES 

DUNN 

FAIRCLOUGH 


BARNES 

DUNN 

FAIRCLOUGH 
(From  Nov.  1946) 


(From  Nov.  1946)  ,, 


FURNESS 
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Mr.  Councillor  FURNESS 
HILL,  JOS. 
HUDDART 
MACHIN,  J.P. 
OGDEN 

Mrs.  SUDLOW 

Mr.  ,,  WINSTANLEY 


Mr.  Councillor  HILL,  JOS. 

HUDDART 
MACHIN,  J.P. 
OGDEN 
SUDLOW 
WINSTANLEY 
(To  Nov.  1946) 


Mrs. 

Mr. 

(to  Nov.,  1946) Dr.  H.  E.  MARTIN 


Mrs.  H.  ROBINSON  Mrs.  A.  OLIVER 

„ M.  OATES  Mr.  J.  A.  HURSTFIELD 

,,  A.  OLIVER 
Dr.  J.  LONGWORTH 
Mrs.  J.  PARKER 
,,  J.  HENSON 
Miss  O.  WELLS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  : 
GEORGE  W.  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Tuberculosis  Officer  : 

VINER  N.  LEYSHON,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

(resigned  30.9.46). 

FRANCIS  A.  McGENNIS,  L.R.C.P.I.  & L.M.,  L.R.C.P.S.I.  & 
L.M.,  D.P.H.  (appointed  24.10.46). 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : 

MARJORIE  SWAIN,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G.,  D.P.H. 

(resigned  30.9.46). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

Medical  Officer,  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  Scheme. 

MARY  D.  BANIM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  D.R.C.O.G. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer, 
(appointed  26.11.46). 
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M.  ESSEX-LOPRESTI,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

D.R.C.O.G. 

Medical  Officer,  Emergency  Maternity  Hospitals  Scheme 
and  Government  Evacuation  Scheme. 

FRANCIS  A.  McGENNIS,  L.R.C.P.I.  & L.M.,  L.R.C.P.S.I.  & 

L.M.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  (to  24.10.46). 


Consultant  Aural  Surgeon  : 

IAN  B.  THORBURN,  M.B.,  Ch.  B.,  F.R.F.P.S.,  F.R.C.S. 
’Dental  Surgeons  (Part  Time)  : 

Miss  H.  GARFORTH,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  J.  B.  ELTON,  L.D.S. 

Mr.  F.  MULLER,  L.D.S. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Chief  Billeting  and  Complaints 

Officer  : 

H II  HARRY  PRIESTLEY,  M.B.E. 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant  ; 

II  GEORGE  E.  FIELDING. 

Matron,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  : 

MISS  M.  H.  WHITAKER,  M.B.E. 

Matron,  Day  Nurseries  : 
t*  MISS  M.  WHITEHEAD  (from  6.5.46). 

Health  Visitors  : 

t*  C.  HILL.  §t*  M.  FLETCHER. 

§t*  D.  LEA.  §t*  P.  WROE. 

§t*  F.  E.  AINSWORTH.  §t*  W.  WALSH. 

Tuberculosis  Nurses  : 

§t*  M.  PARKER.  §t*  D.  HARRISON.  K.  WATSON. 

Infectious  Diseases  Nurses  : 

§t  B.  McCORMACK.  M.  PARTINGTON. 

Municipal  Midwives  : 

t*  L.  HILL.  * A.  PARKINSON. 

* G.  DIXON.  * F.  H.  C.  SAVAGE. 

* E.  V.  FISHER.  * M.  SUTCLIFFE  (to.8.11.46.) 
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District  Nurses  : 


t*  A.  B.  WHITE, 
t E.  LAND  (to  25.5.46). 
t P.  FENTON, 
t J.  SADLER  i( from  6.5.46). 
t K.  MARSON  (from  5.8.46). 
t L.  FORBES  (to  3.8.46). 


t F.  COOMBER  (to  16.3.46). 
t E.  OWEN, 
t M.  E.  PARKER 
(from  1.7.46). 
t L.  HALL. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  Nurse  : 


I.  R.  OLDHAM  (to  25.5.46). 
t E.  LAND  (from  27.5.46). 

Light  Treatment  Clinic  Nurses  ; 

tt  M.  EASTER.  L.  RICKMAN  (to  2.11.46). 

(Chartered  Masseuse). 

General  Service  Nurse  : 

* B.  STEPHENSON  (to  1.8.46). 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

II  J.  TOLMAER. 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 


II 

A.  E.  FITTON. 

H II  J.  PICKARD. 

H II 

E.  SHUTTLEWORTH. 

T.  W.  LOMAX  (Pupil— 

II 

E.  SMITH. 

from  H.M.F.  21.10.46). 

II 

W.  MOISTER.** 

II  F.  WALLIS  (from  20.5.46) 

U II 

T.  1.  ROWARTH 

1 A.  RONEY  (from  4.6.46). 

(H.M.F.) 

U A.  DANIEL  (from  1.9.46). 

Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  : 

^ II  H.  V.  DIXON,  Senior  Meat  Inspector. 

II  II  L.  H.  SHEPLEY,  Junior  Meat  Inspector. 
Abattoirs  Superintendent  : 
u II  W.  RILEY. 

Clerical  Staff  : 

G.  BOOTH.  Miss  J.  TOMLINSON. 

H.  OLDHAM  (Died  15.1.46)  Miss  I.  RADWAY. 

R.  PRYAR  Miss  M.  TOPPING. 


(from  H.M.F.  4.3.46)  Miss  N.  HOWE. 

H.  R.  DOWLING  Mrs.  W.  McNAIR  (to  31.7.46). 

(from  H.M.F.  3.6.46)  Mrs.  F.  N.  HIRST. 

S.  G.  H.  LUND  Mrs.  H.  McCLELLAN. 

(from  H.M.F.  4.3.46)  Miss  J.  ARROWSMITH. 

J.  RICHARDSON  Miss  S.  A.  ROBINSON 

(from  H.M.F.  29.4.46)  (to  18.5.46). 
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D.  H.  TAYLOR 

(from  H.M.F.  16.9.46) 
T.  RAY. 

J.  SOUTHWORTH  (to  30.6.46) 
F.  CURWEN. 

H.  S.  SCHOFIELD. 

B.  P.  BATTLE  (from  19.8.46) 
S.  WOOD  (from  26.8.46). 

A.  NELSON  .(from  16.9.46). 

J.  TYDESLEY  (from  7.10.46). 
Miss  N.  BROWN. 

Mrs.  M.  BOOTH. 

Mrs.  T.  FERRIER. 


Mrs.  R.  M.  MURPHY 

(to  25.5.46). 

Mrs.  E.  G.  STIRLING. 

Miss  B.  McClellan. 

Miss  P.  SANDERSON. 

Miss  L.  INGHAM. 

Miss  F.  BARKER  (to  10.8.46). 
Miss  J.  NORMANTON  (to  5.10.46) 
Miss  M.  CARLEY. 

Miss  E.  B.  ROBINSON. 

Mrs.  P.  GREGORY  (to  16.2.46) 
Mrs.  K.  Y.  STOTT  (to  14.9.46) 
W.  A.  DICKINSON 


(Telephonist — from  29.8.46). 
Meteorological  Observer  : 

J.  WILLIAMS. 

Laboratory  Technician  ; 

11  II  G.  A.  COX. 

J.  F.  WILLIAMS  (Jnr.  Assistant). 
Public  Vaccinators  : 


DR.  H.  L.  LUCAS. 
DR.  E.  P.  HYDE. 
DR.  B.  G.  KELLY. 


Vaccination  Officers  : 

GEORGE  W.  MURRAY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.— Northern  Area. 
JOSEPH  BOOTLE  — Southern  Area. 

Public  Analyst  : 

T.  R.  HODGSON,  M.A.,  F.C.S.  (Part  Time). 
Pathologists  : 

Pathological  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratories,  Manchester,  and  the  Victoria  Hospital, 

Blackpool. 


II  Holders  of  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

§ Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

^ Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

J Fever  Trained. 

* Central  Midwives  Board  Certificate, 
f General  Trained. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (exclusive  of  foreshore)  

Area  of  foreshore  and  Crown  Lands 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  

Number  of  empty  houses  

Rateable  value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  


...  8512  acres 
. . . 2068  acres 

150,090 
42,364 
140 

...  £1,768,819 
£7,171  12s.  5d. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births  ; 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 


963 

102 


13.7. 


Stillbirths  : 

Legitimate  25 

Illegitimate  8 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1000  births  (live  and  still) 


898 

101 


25 

2 

28.2. 


1861 

203 


50 
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Deaths  ; 2079 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  : 13.8. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : 

Rate 
per 
1000 
Live  & 
Still- 

Deaths.  births. 

3 1.4 

3 1.4 


(a)  Puerperal  sepsis 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

(b)  Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (All  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  ages)  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

BIRTHS. 

During  the  year  2064  births  were  registered  giving  a Birth 
Rate  of  13.7  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  rate  shows 


2.8 

37.8 
34.4 

68.9 

..  329 
2 
4 
7 
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an  increase  on  last  year  when  the  figure  was  12.5  per  thousand 
of  the  population.  Since  1940  there  has  been  a steady  increase 
in  the  birth  rate  which  is  higher  now  than  at  any  time  since  1926. 
This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  there  is  a greater  increase  in  the 
child-bearing  section  of  the  population.  It  is  still,  however, 
considerably  below  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  this 
year  19.1  per  thousand. 

The  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the  year  were  203 — 
(102  males  and  101  females) — a proportion  of  9.8  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births.  This  figure  shows  a considerable  reduction  from  last 
year  when  it  was  13.6  per  cent.  The  Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  for 
the  present  year  is  1.3  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

ILLEGITIMATE  RATES. — The  following  table  shows  the 
above  rates  for  the  past  ten  years. 


1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

Per  1000 
inhabitants 

1.3 

1.7 

1.4 

1.2 

1.3 

.97 

.69. 

.78 

.63 

.64 

Percentage  of 
total  live  births 

9.8 

13.6 

10.4 

9.5 

10.2 

8.4 

7.4 

6.8 

5.8 

4.36 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Blackpool  residents  during 
the  year  1946  was  2079.  This  figure  includes  194  deaths  of 
Blackpool  patients  in  the  Fylde  Institution. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  the 
Borough  as  150,090  as  at  mid-1946.  On  this  estimate  the  Death 
Rate  was  13.8  per  thousand  of  the  population  as  compared  with 
14.8  in  1945.  The  following  is  a comparison  of  the  above  Rate 


that  of  other  parts  of  the  country  : 

England  and  Wales 

11.5  per  thousand 

126  Great  Towns  

12.7  „ 

148  Smaller  Towns 

11.7  „ 

London  Administrative  County 

12.7  „ 

Blackpool  

13.8  „ 

It  is  again  to  be  noted  that  our  Death  Rate  is  higher  than 
that  of  the  Country  as  a whole,  but  this  is  to  be  explained  by  the 
greater  number  of  old  persons  in  the  population  as  many  elderly 
people  come  here  to  retire. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  in  the  various  age  groups  with 
similar  figures  for  a number  of  previous  years  is  as  follows  : 
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Year. 

Under  12 
months. 

1 and  under 

5 years. 

5 and  under 

65  years. 

65  years 
and  over. 

1946 

3.7 

0.9 

34.0 

61.4 

1945 

3.1 

0.8 

34.1 

62.0 

1944 

4.0 

0.5 

36.4 

59.1 

1943 

5.3 

0.9 

35.1 

58.7 

1942 

6.3 

1.3 

37.3 

55.1 

1941 

4.5 

1.5 

35.9 

58.1 

1940 

3.4 

1.0 

38.9 

56.7 

1939 

3.7 

1.0 

39.3 

56.0 

1938 

3.5 

1.5 

40.5 

54.5 

1937 

3.6 

0.7 

43.1 

52.6 

The  Registrar  General  has  furnished  a list  of  the  causes  of 
deaths,  divided  into  sexes  and  age  groups  and  this  list  is 
set  out  on  Pages  13,  14  and  15.  The  classification  does  not 
agree  with  the  statistics  compiled  locally,  and  this  will  invariably 
occur  where  you  have  different  persons  allocating  the  causes  and 
specifying  which  of  the  certified  causes  should  take  precedence. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BLACKPOOL. 
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tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  death  in  79  instances — 
/U  cases  of  the  respiratory  system  and  9 cases  of  Tuberculosis  of 
other  parts  of  the  body— giving  a death  rate  of  .52  per  1000 
population. 


The  number  of  deaths  for  the  past  six  years 

1940  ....  r 

1941  

1942  

1943  

1944  

1945  


is  as  follows  : 
...  73 
...  95 
...  75 
...  83 
...  78 
...  86 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  deaths  are  less  than  last  year,  although 
there  has  not  been  a great  material  change  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  has  risen  somewhat  during  the  war 
years. 


CANCER.  As  in  previous  years  Cancer  continues  to  be  the 
greatest  single  cause  of  death.  During  the  year  329  persons  died 
of  cancer  in  its  various  manifestations,  being  15.8%  of  the  total 
deaths  and  equalling  a Death  Rate  of  2.19  per  1000  population. 
As  usual  cancer  takes  its  toll  of  the  elderly,  practically  all  the 
deaths  taking  place  after  the  age  of  45  years. 


Comparative  rates  for  the  four 

1942  

1943  

1944  

1945  


previous  years  are  : 

1.931 

2.161 

2.227 

2.34 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  78  children  under  the  age  of  one 
year  died  in  the  Borough,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of 
37.8  per  1000  live  births. 


Corresponding  figures  for  other  years  are  : 

1942  

1943  

1944  

1945  


68.4 

62.6 

41.3 

37.8 


It  will  be  noted  that  although  there  is  no  drop  in  the  figures 
for  this  year,  there  has  been  a steady  decline  over  the  past  number 
of  years.  This  decline  is,  in  part,  due  to  the  increasing  use  being 
made  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  the  consequent  care  being 
given  to  young  babies.  The  largest  number  of  deaths  occur  under 
the  headings  of  premature  birth  and  congenital  malformations, 
conditions  which  are  not  always  preventable.  Seven  deaths  were 
due  to  gastro-enteritis,  a lower  figure  than  for  some  years. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS.  106  deaths  were  the  subject  of 
a Coroner’s  Inquest.  37  cases  were  registered  without  certification. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE— TOTAL,  1946. 
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Causes. 

1.  Common  Infectious  Diseases  (Measles 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough) 

2.  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  : — 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis  and  Gastritis 

3.  Congenital  Malformations  

4.  Premature  Births,  Debility,  Icterus,  etc.  ... 

1 

5.  Tubercular  Diseases  

6.  Other  Causes — Convulsions 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  Causes  

Totals  
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  reveals  a reasonably  satisfactory  position.  Measles  has  shown 
a slight  rise  over  last  year  but  is  still  well  below  the  average  for 
the  past  twelve  years. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — 148  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
123  of  which  were  treated  in  hospital  and  there  was  1 death.  As 
stated  in  previous  annual  reports  home  isolation  if  satisfactory 
is  just  as  effective  as  hospital  isolation  but  in  view  of  the  prevailing 
housing  shortage  and  overcrowding  conditions  a large  proportion 
of  cases  must  necessarily  be  admitted  to  the  isolation  hospital. 
It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  a steady  decline  in  numbers  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  over  a considerable  period  and  this 
year’s  figure  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1931. 

DIPHTHERIA. — In  1946,  44  cases  were  notified  and  40  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  All  cases  recovered.  There 
has  been  a decided  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  ; in  fact  this  is 
the  lowest  recorded  number  since  1933.  This  drop  can  definitely 
be  ascribed  to  the  increasing  number  of  young  children  who  are 
now  being  immunised.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  tendency  for 
the  incidence  of  the  disease  to  fall  can  be  maintained  in  future 
years.  Several  of  the  cases  notified  were  never  absolutely 
confirmed  bacteriologically  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  were 
true  cases  of  diphtheria  although  showing  definite  clinical  signs. 
Of  the  44  cases  notified,  22  or  50%  were  under  the  age  of  14 
years. 

Prevention  of  Diphtheria. 

Mothers  are  encouraged  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  bring  their 
children  to  the  Clinics  for  immunisation  on  or  about  the  first  birth- 
day and  the  response  is  quite  satisfactory.  Of  the  1,006  children 
immunised  at  the  clinics,  593  were  immunised  before  the  2nd 
birthday.  In  addition  641  children  of  school  age  were  immunised 
or  re-immunised  at  the  School  Clinic. 

The  table  below  gives  the  number  of  children  immunised  in 
various  age  gioups  in  relation  to  child  population,  and  also  the 
number  of  diphtheria  notifications  and  deaths  in  relation  to 
immunisation. 
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1.  Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population  : 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  the  31st  December,  1946. 


Age  at 
31.12.46 
(i.e.  born 
in  year) 

Under  1 
1946 

1 

1945 

2 

1944 

3 

1943 

4 

1942 

5-9 

1937-1941 

10-14 

1932-1936 

Total 

under 

sixteen 

Number 

Immunised 

9 

507 

924 

891 

827 

6,049 

7,751 

16,958 

Estimated 

Mid-year 

population 

1946 

7,990 

16,010 

2.  Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  relation  to 
Immunisations  : 


Number  of 

Number  of 

cases  included 

cases  included 

in  previous 

in  previous 

Age  at 

Number  of 

column  in 

Age  at 

Number 

column  in 

date  of 

cases 

which  the 

Date  of 

of 

which  the 

Notification 

Notified. 

child  had 

Death 

Deaths. 

child  had 

completed  full 

completed  a 

course  of 

full  course  of 

immunisation. 

immunisation. 

Under  1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Under  1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

4 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

4 

5 

4 

4 

— 

— 

5 to  9 

6 

5 

5 to  9 

— 

— 

10  to  14 

5 

4 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

22 

16 

TOTALS 

— 

— 

MEASLES. — ^^During  the  year  under  review  883  cases  were 
notified,  41  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital.  One  case,  a child 
under  1 year,  died. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA.— 
8 cases  only  were  notified  during  1946.  5 patients  were  admitted 

to  hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths.  This  is  the  lowest  recorded 
number  of  cases  for  twenty  years  and  reflects  very  favourably  on 
the  standard  of  the  midwifery  service  in  the  Borough  and  the 
conditions  under  which  women  are  confined,  whether  it  be  in 
hospital,  nursing  home  or  in  the  patient’s  own  home. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  CHICKENPOX.— 463  cases  of 
whooping  cough  and  523  of  chickenpox  were  notified  to  me  during 
the  year  and  of  these  27,  and  24  cases  respectively,  were  admitted 
to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Supervision  and  Care. 

Two  whole  time  General  and  Fever  Trained  Nurses  are 
employed  by  the  Health  Department  to  visit  and  advise  in  the 
nursing  of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  They  work  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Details  of  visits  by  nurses  and  sanitary  inspectors  to  notified 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  houses  disinfected,  and  other  work 
involved  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease,  are  given  below  : 

(a)  Inquiries  into  cases  of  infectious  disease  and 

subsequent  visits  by  nurses  and  inspectors  2722 

(b)  Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious 

diseases  362 

(c)  Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  tuberculosis  119 

(d)  Other  premises  disinfected  74 

(e)  Isolation  notices  served  on  head  teachers  ...  1341 

(f)  Isolation  notices  served  on  school  attendance 

officers  1341 

(g)  Other  notices  served  on  head  teachers  with 

regard  to  infectious  disease 1321 

(h)  Other  notices  to  householders  with  regard  to 

infectious  disease  1321 

(i)  Other  notices  to  school  attendance  officers  ...  1321 

(j)  Notices  to  Public  Library  with  regard  to 

Infectious  Disease 1896 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  past  12  years,  1935  to  1946. 

1946 

1 

44 

46 

00 

t-H 

On 

00 

883 

1 

201 

60 

00 

og 

1 

1410 

1945 

1 

1 

95 

44 

219 

17 

34 

715 

1 

203 

68 

1 

1—1 

1 

1400 

1944 

1 

56 

rH 

m 

530 

t^ 

65 

1526 

1 

189 

61 

CM 

t-H 

1 

tv 

1—1 

2505 

1943 

1 

t-H 

oo 

35 

566 

CO 

56 

oo 

On 

1 

188 

81 

00 

1 

11 

1 

1952 

1942 

1 

34 

435 

00 

55 

1646 

' 

194 

83 

M- 

tH 

t-H 

CM 

On 

T—i 

2689 

1941 

1 

179 

lo 

460 

oo 

m 

69 

1388 

205 

64 

134 

CM 

<JN 

1— 1 

2600 

1940 

1 

65 

On 

CO 

298 

tv. 

49 

3254 

859 

06T 

40 

CM 

1—1 

1—1 

1 

4889 

1939 

1 

tv. 

tv 

44 

336 

m 

61 

441 

29 

152 

78 

t^ 

O 

1— I 

1 

1339 

1938 

1 

a^ 

o 

44 

T— 1 
f-H 

CM 

NO 

28 

1430 

35 

oO  O 
oo  NO 

t-H 

og 

1 

On 

1— i 

2128 

1937 

1 

70 

27 

161 

t'v 

U-)  oo 
og 

428 

13 

127 

56 

1 

CM 

16 

1 

935 

1936 

1 

58 

52 

265 

1 

in  O 
og 

2478 

75 

M-  vO 

t-H 

1 

1 

14 

1—1 

3128 

1935 

1 

55 

28 

348 

Tt  lO 

og 

204 

12 

103 

32 

1 

1 

12 

CM 

829 

Small  Pox  

Diphtheria  and  Membraneous 

Croup  

Erysipelas  

Scarlet  Fever  

Enteric  Fever  

Puerperal  Fever  and 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Measles  

Rubella  

Tuberculosis  (a)  Pulmonary 

(b)  Non-  Pulmonary 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyletis  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

TOTALS  ... 

22 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL.— The  following  table  g:ives  the 
number  of  patients  admitted  to  and  discharged  from  the  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year,  classified  under  the  various  diseases. 


DISEASE 

Remaining  in  at 

end  of  1945. 

Admitted  during 

1946. 

Discharged 

during  1946. 

Died  during 

1946. 

Average  stay  of 

non-fa’tal  cases. 

1 

Average  stay  of 

fatal  cases. 

Remaining  in  at 

end  of  1946. 

Scarlet  Fever 

. M 

20 

49 

48 

1 

32 

1 

1 

F 

7 

75 

74 

1 

29 

2 

11 

Diphtheria  

. M 

6 

15 

15 

— 

53 

— 

2 

F 

7 

28 

28 

— 

48 

— 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

. M 

6 

4 

4 

— 

32 

— 

— 

F 

6 

5 

5 

— 

66 

— 

1 

Measles  

. M 

— 

27 

27 

— 

14 

— 

5 

F 

— 

24 

23 

1 

16 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 
and  Pyrexia 

1 

5 

5 

9 

__ 

Erysipelas  

. M 

— 

8 

8 

— 

16 

— 

— 

F 

1 

16 

15 

1 

12 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

M 

6 

32 

26 

6 

81 

37 

7 

F 

4 

18 

17 

1 

59 

8 

5 

Other  Diseases 

M 

5 

132 

124 

8 

17 

10 

7 

F 

4 

171 

169 

2 

17 

3 

6 

TOTALS  

73 

609 

588 

21 

— 

— 

51 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year  and  the  deaths  occurring  as  shown 
from  the  Notification  Register,  both  analysed  according  to  age 
groups  : 


AGE  GROUPS 

PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NON-PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications 
M F 

Deaths 

M F 

Notifications 
M F 

Deaths 
M F 

0 to  1 

1 to  5 

— 

2 

— 

2 

5 

6 

2 

2 

5 to  10 

1 

— 

— 



8 

5 

— 

— 

10  to  15 

— 

2 

— 



5 

5 

— 

— 

15  to  20 

6 

5 

— 

3 

1 

4 

— 

— 

20  to  25 

18 

16 

1 

6 

— 

5 



1 

25  to  35 

22 

25 

6 

5 

2 

3 

1 



35  to  45 

24 

14 

7 

4 

3 

6 

— 

_ 

45  to  55 

29 

5 

19 

4 

— 

1 

— 



55  to  65 

17 

5 

15 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

65  & upwards 

6 

4 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

123 

78 

53 

30 

25 

35 

3 

3 
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NOTIFICATIONS. — In  1946  the  total  number  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  notified  was  261  (201  pulmonary  and  60  non- 
pulmonary).  Of  these  185  i(144  pulmonary  and  41  non- 
pulmonary)  were  primary  notifications,  and  76  (57  pulmonary 
and  19  non-pulmonary)  were  supplementary  notifications  as 
follows  ; 

(a)  11  from  Death  Returns, 

(b)  18  cases  Lost  Trace  Returned,  and 

(c)  47  In-Transfers  from  other  areas. 

During  the  war  years  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  primary  notifications  suggesting  an  increase  in  the 
incidence  during  those  years.  In  the  present  year  the  figure  is 
185,  a slight  drop  on  the  previous  year,  and  we  hope  that  the 
incidence  may  now  be  on  the  decline.  For  comparison  the  figures 
for  years  since  1938  are  given  below  : 

1938  ...  131  1941  ...  190  1944  ...  157 

1939  ...  139  1942  ...  194  1945  ...  190 

1940  ...  185  1943  ...  181  1946  ...  185 

MORTALITY. — ^The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the 
year  as  being  due  to  tuberculosis  was  79  (70  pulmonary  and  9 
non-pulmonary.  This  figure  includes  11  cases  ( 9 pulmonary  and 
2 non-pulmonary)  who  had  not  previously  been  notified  as 
suffering  from  the  disease. 

COMPULSORY  ISOLATION  OF  CASES.— It  was  not  found 
necessary  during  1946  to  take  any  action  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

NOTIFICATION  REGISTER. — The  usual  careful  check  in 
the  register,  of  movements  and  disposal  of  patients,  has  been 
maintained.  This  ensures  that  the  notification  Register  gives  at 
all  times  an  accurate  picture  of  the  known  incidence  of  the  disease 
in  the  Borough.  The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuation  of 
patients  on  the  register  during  the  year  with  the  number  still 
remaining  at  the  end  of  1946. 
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Remaining  on 

regis'ter  31.12.45 

Notifications  including 

Inward  Transfers 

Died 

Recovered 

Transferred 

Lost  Trace 

Altered  Diagnosis 

Remaining  on 

register  31.12.46 

Pulmonary 

Males 

284 

123 

53 

7 

28 

18 

2 

300 

Tuberculosis 

Females 

230 

78 

30 

10 

23 

1 

1 

243 

Non-Pulmonary  v Males 

116 

25 

3 

15 

5 

2 



115 

Tuberculosis 

I Females 

134 

35 

3 

9 

5 

7 

— 

145 

TOTALS 

764 

261 

89 

41 

61 

28 

3 

803 

N.B. — 1 Non-Pulmonary  male  patient  changed  to  Pulmonary 

during  year. 


SPUTA  EXAMINATIONS. — 2,135  sputum  examinations  were 
carried  out  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  laboratory.  228  were 
found  to  be  positive  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

X-RAY  EXAMINATIONS. — The  number  of  x-ray  exam- 
inations continues  to  increase.  During  the  year  2400  examinations 
were  made. 

SUNLIGHT  TREATMENT. — ^Considerable  use  is  made  of 
Ultra  Violet  Radiation  Treatment  in  certain  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  224  new  cases  were  treated  in  1946  and  a total  of 
2,878  exposures  given.  In  addition  244  local  exposures  with  the 
Kromayer  Lamp  were  given. 

ARTIFICIAL  PNEUMOTHORAX  TREATMENT.— The 
result  from  this  form  of  treatment  is  that  many  cases  who  would 
otherwise  require  in-patient  treatment  remain  ambulant  at  home. 
During  the  year  under  review  125  patients  (60  males  and  65 
females  were  treated.  Of  this  number  14  males  and  16  females 
were  induced  for  the  first  time.  Refills  are  given  at  varying 
intervals  according  to  individual  need.  A total  of  2,037  refills 
was  given. 

NECESSITOUS  CASES. — 123  patients  received  ancillary 
treatment  during  the  year  1946.  This  takes  the  form  of  additional 
milk  and  the  cost  to  this  Authority  for  the  year  is  £476  9s.  6d. 
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HOME  VISITATION. — Except  in  cases  where  a desire  to  the 
contrary  is  expressed  all  notified  cases  are  visited  at  home  by  the 
Tuberculosis  nurses.  These  nurses  made  the  following  visits  in 
1946  : 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Total 


Primary  Visits 177  51  228 

Subsequent  Visits  3750  2227  5977 

Special  visits  to  contacts  ...  155 

Special  visits  to  observation  cases  37 

Death  enquiries  36 


6433 


In  addition  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  visited  a number  of 
cases  at  their  homes,  chiefly  in  consultation  with  the  family 
doctor. 


THE  DISPENSARY. — ^This  is  the  focal  point  of  the  Tuber- 
culosis scheme  in  the  Borough  and  carries  out  the  following 
important  functions,  (a)  examination  and  diagnosis  of  suspected 
cases  referred  to  the  department,  (b)  recommendations  for  treat- 
ment of  definite  cases  of  tuberculosis,  (c)  treatment  of  cases 
under  domiciliary  care,  including  artificial  pneumothorax  refills. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  a nurse  are  in  attendance  at 
each  dispensary.  Dispensaries  are  held  on  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Friday  afternoons,  Monday  afternoons  being  reserved  for  new 
cases  and  contacts. 


Of  the  803  cases  on  the  Notification  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  721  or  87.9%  were  attending  the  dispensary.  It  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  such  a large  percentage  of  patients  take 
advantage  of  the  dispensery  services.  Nevertheless  it  is  hoped 
that  this  figure  may  increase  in  future  years.  During  the  year 
192  cases  were  removed  from  the  Dispensary  Register  for  the 
following  reasons  ; 

Recovered  40 

Transferred  to  other  areas •...  59 

Lost  Trace  20 

Died  73 
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During  the  year  under  review  1,521  cases  excluding  contacts, 
were  examined,  and  in  all  there  were  6,169  attendances.  Of  the 
cases  examined  814  were  new  cases  and  172  (133  pulmonary  and 
39  non- pulmonary)  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  active 
tuberculosis  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


An  examination  of  the  figures  for  the  nine  years  since  1938 
reveals  a satisfactory  position.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
examined  and  particularly  in  the  new  cases  indicates  an  extension 
of  the  co-operation  between  the  family  doctor  and  the  dispensary. 
The  effect  of  this  is  that  earlier  diagnosis  is  more  likely  with  the 
consequent  benefit  to  the  patient  of  earlier  treatment  and  improved 
chances  of  complete  recovery.  A point  to  be  noticed  is  that 
although  the  number  of  new  cases  referred  to  the  dispensary  has 
more  than  doubled  since  1938  the  number  of  cases  diagnosed  as 
tubercular  during  1946,  whilst  showing  an  increase,  is  nothing 
like  in  the  same  proportion.  The  figures  given  below  are  worthy 
of  close  examination. 


Total  Cases 

Examined 

Total 

Attendances 

Cases  seen  for 

first  time 

Cases  diagnosed 
as  tubercular 

1938 

645 

5323 

331 

115 

1939 

833 

4504 

382 

107 

1940 

845 

3174 

380 

145 

1941 

942 

3331 

508 

130 

1942 

1053 

3879 

579 

175 

1943 

1260 

4476 

713 

166 

1944 

1286 

4832 

748 

136 

1945 

1357 

6242 

748 

171 

1946 

1521 

6169 

814 

172 

I give  below  a further  table  summarising  the  work  of  the 
Dispensary,  as  built  up  from  the  Quarterly  Reports  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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CONTACTS. — The  examination  of  contacts,  especially 
children  and  adolescents,  is  of  the  most  vital  importance  in  a 
Tuberculosis  Scheme  particularly  with  a view  to  preventing,  if 
possible,  the  occurrence  of  tuberculosis  or  in  the  event  of  the 
disease  being  present  of  making  a diagnosis  early  when  treatment 
may  be  expected  to  have  most  beneficial  results. 

During  the  year  386  contacts  were  examined,  of  whom  229 
were  new  cases.  There  were  526  attendances  altogether.  5 cases 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

As  a result  of  the  increased  efforts  of  the  Tuberculosis  Nurses 
it  has  been  found  possible  to  persuade  greater  numbers  of  contacts 
to  attend  the  dispensary  for  routine  examination  and  x-ray.  The 
numbers  for  the  last  nine  years  of  contacts  examined  are  as 
follows  : 

1938  ...  135  1941  ...  358  1944  ...  298 

1939  ...  163  1942  ...  264  1945  ...  345 

1940  ...  126  1943  ...  259  1946  ...  386 

TREATMENT  ALLOWANCES— MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH 
MEMORANDUM  266/T. — This  memorandum  authorises  payment 
of  maintenance  allowances  to  necessitous  cases  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  50 
patients  were  receiving  allowances  and  during  the  year  an 
additional  34  were  granted,  making  a total  of  84  patients  who 
received  allowances  during  1946. 

At  31st  December,  1946  the  number  still  receiving  an  allow- 
ance was  47.  The  total  expenditure  involved  during  the  year  was 
£4,411  18s.  5d. 

SANATORIUM  TREATMENT.— Annexes  A and  D at  the 
Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool,  are  still  used  to  capacity  and 
although  this  has  materially  helped  in  reducing  the  waiting  list 
of  patients  requiring  Sanatorium  treatment,  there  are  still  a 
number  for  whom  beds  cannot  be  obtained  quickly. 

The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  and  discharges  of 
patients  in  various  Sanatoria  during  the  year. 
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+J  U-) 

fO  ,—1 

C o 

3 0^ 

Discharged 
during  year 

31st 

1946 

INSTITUTION 

Remaining 

December, 

Admitted  d 

the  year  1 

Improved 

In  Statu 

Quo 

Died 

Remaining 

December, 

Isolation  Hospital,  Blackpool: 
Ward  VII  

10 

31 

14 

10 

8 

9 

Ward  VI  

2 

19 

12 

3 

— 

6 

Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool: 
Annexe  A 

21 

55 

33 

17 

9 

17 

Annexe  D 

17 

39 

17 

15 

9 

15 

General  Wards  

1 

10 

— 

9 

2 

— 

Abergele  Sanatorium, 

N.  Wales  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Belmont  Road  Hospital 
Liverpool  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

County  Hospital,  Elgin  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

County  Hospital,  Pembury 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Crossley  Sanatorium, 
Kingswood,  Frodsham, 
Ches.  

3 

6 

5 

4 

Heath  Charnock 

Pulmonary  Hosp., 

Nr.  Chorley 

1 

1 

Liverpool  Open-Air  Hosp. 
for  Children,  Moreton, 
Wirral  

7 

6 

6 

1 

1 

5 

Liverpool  Sanatorium, 
Frodsham  

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

M/cr.  & Salford  Skin  Hosp. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oakwood  Hall  Sanatorium, 
Moorgate,  Rotherham  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Papworth  Hall  Settlement, 
Nr.  Cambridge  

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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R.  Jones  and  A.  Hunt 
Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
Oswestry  

2 

10 

4 

6 

1 

1 

Westmorland  Sanatorium, 
Meathop, 

Grange-over-Sands 

17 

25 

14 

9 

19 

Wrightington  Hospital, 
Applely  Bridge,  Nr.  Wigan 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Societe  des  Establissment 
Heliotherapique,  Leysin, 
Switzerland  

1 

1 

Kurhaus,  Clavadel, 

Davos,  Switzerland 



2 







2 

TOTALS  ... 

87 

213 

112 

73 

33 

82 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

As  in  previous  years  pathological  specimens  are  examined  at  : 

(a)  The  Municipal  Health  Centre, 

(b)  Department  of  Pathology,  Victoria  Hospital,  Blackpool, 

(c)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 

Specimens  examined  at  Municipal  Health  Centre. 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli 

1840 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  

2145 

Smears  for  Gonococci  

1715 

Urine  for  tubercle,  etc 

531 

6231 

ecimens  examined  at  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Victoria 
Hospital. 

Throat  Swabs  

311 

Sputum  

1 

Faeces  

248 

Urine  

201 

Widals  

7 

Cerebro-spinal  fluids  

1 

Smears  for  gonococci  

4 

Blood  

87 

Prostatic  Secretum  (Gonococci)  

1 

Food  

25 

Others  

5 

891 

32 


Specimens  examined  at  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester. 


Wassermann  Tests  

3400 

G.C.F.  Tests  

304 

Kahn  Tests 

88 

3792 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  ambulance  service  for  the  Borough  is  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Infectious  Cases — Two  ambulances  stationed  at  the  Isolation 

Hospital. 

(b)  Maternity  Cases — One  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Isolation 

Hospital. 

(c)  Non-infectious  cases,  accidents,  etc. — Three  ambulances 

stationed  at  and  maintained  by  the  Transport 
Department  of  this  Authority. 

HOSPITALS. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOSPITALS,  ETC.— The  hospitals 
provided  or  subsidised  by  this  Authority  are  as  follow  : 

(a)  One  isolation  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  general 
infectious  diseases  and  tubercular  cases,  with  accommoda- 
tion for  120. 

(b)  One  hospital  for  smallpox  cases,  situated  at  Elswick,  Nr. 
Kirkham,  Lancashire,  and  used  jointly  by  the  Boroughs 
of  Blackpool,  Preston,  Lytham  St.  Annes  and  the  Coun- 
cils of  the  Fylde  District. 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL  PROVISION.— There  is  one 
voluntary  hospital,  the  Victoria  Hospital,  within  the  Borough,  the 
number  of  beds  available  being  372. 

The  General  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  has  been  good 
enough  to  supply  me  with  the  following  details  of  patients  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 

In-patients. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  ...  6322 

Average  number  of  days  each  patient  was  resident  16.91 


t-patients. 

The  number  of  out-patient  attendances  during 

the  year  may 

classified  as  follows  : 

'First 

Subsequent 

Attendance 

Attendances 

Medical  

1398 

1540 

Surgical  

1538 

1064 

Ante-Natal  (Obstetrics)  

245 

1276 

Radium  

215 

1078 

Orthopaedic  

2447 

6017 

Ophthalmic  

762 

1361 

Aural  

1507 

2255 

Dental  

39 

39 

Gynaecological  

704 

754 
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Casualty  Department. 

New  patients  6475 

Post  Casualties  6583 

Department  of  Radiography. 

In-patients  1894 

Out-patients  5950 

No.  of  Radiographs 14757 

No.  of  Screenings  5661 

Department  of  Physiotherapy. 

In-patients  1760 

Out-patients  22928 

Department  of  Pathology. 

Number  of  units  examined  68949 

Operating  Theatres. 

Major  operations  5023 

Minor  operations  867 


MEDICAL  RELIEF. 

SOCIAL  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT.— Under  the  provisions 
of  the  Local  Grovernment  Act,  1929,  the  responsibility  for 
providing  indoor  and  outdoor  medical  relief  devolved  upon  this 
Authority.  For  this  purpose  the  Borough  is  divided  into  three 
areas — North,  Central  and  South.  Drs.  Lucas,  Hyde  and  Kelly 
respectively  are  the  Medical  Officers  of  these  areas. 

For  the  purpose  of  indoor  medical  relief  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act,  this  Authority  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  the  Infirmary  at  Wesham, 
near  Kirkham,  to  be  used  for  the  treatment  of  Blackpool  cases. 
The  Institution  is  under  the  management  and  control  of  the  County 
Council,  and  the  area  served  by  it  comprises  Blackpool,  Lytham 
St.  Annes,  Kirkham,  Poulton,  Thornton,  Fleetwood  and  the  Fylde 
Rural  District,  with  a combined  area  of  67,509  acres  and  a 
population  of  170,625  (1931  census).  The  available  accommoda- 
tion in  the  Infirmary  is  as  follows — Males,  68  beds  ; Females,  69 
beds  ; Children,  3 beds  ; Maternity  Cases,  6 beds. 

The  following  table  gives  numbers  of  persons  in  receipt  of 
non-medical  out-relief  at  the  quarters  ended  31st  March,  30th 
June,  30th  September,  and  31st  December,  1946. 


Quarter  ended 

34 

No.  of 

Men 

Women 

Children 

families 

31st  March,  1946  : 

North  

45 

68 

44 

94 

Central  

37 

70 

59 

86 

South  

39 

78 

60 

94 

Total  

121 

216 

163 

274 

30th  June,  1946  : 

North  

42 

52 

27 

78 

Central  

31 

58 

34 

69 

South  

29 

68 

51 

71 

Total  

102 

178 

112 

218 

30th  September,  1946  : 

North  

40 

62 

38 

87 

Central  

30 

56 

30 

70 

South  

23 

54 

41 

65 

Total  

93 

172 

109 

222 

31st  December,  1946  : 

North  

49 

62 

32 

97 

Central  

31 

67 

55 

78 

South  

32 

72 

60 

87 

Total  

112 

201 

147 

262 

DISTRICT  NURSING. — At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review 
seven  District  Nurses  were  in  the  whole  time  employ  of  the  Health 
Department  for  nursing  duties  amongst  the  sick  poor  of  the  town. 
It  is  the  usual  practice  for  the  nurse  to  act  under  the  instructions 
of  the  patient’s  own  doctor.  Cases,  however,  do  arise  where  there 
is  no  doctor  in  attendance,  as  in  many  chronic  bedridden  patients, 
and  in  such  circumstances  the  nurses  receive  their  instructions 
from  me  or  act  on  their  own  initiative.  These  services  are  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  patients  and  have  been  utilised  to  the  full. 
During  the  year  711  new  cases  were  referred  to  the  department 
and  a total  of  12,852  visits  made. 

LADIES’  SICK  POOR  ASSOCIATION.— A total  of  1,473 
cases  were  dealt  with  by  this  voluntary  organisation  during  the 
year  making  an  increase  of  573  over  the  previous  year.  Various 
medical  appliances,  extra  nourishment  and  other  comforts  are 
provided  in  response  to  appeals,  supported  preferably  by  medical 
recommendation.  The  Convalescent  Branch  of  the  work  has  been 
extended  and  several  patients  have  benefited  by  a change  of 
environment. 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  Chief  Public  Vaccination 
Officer  for  the  Borough  and  also  Executive  Vaccination  Officer 
for  the  northern  area.  The  Vaccination  Officer  for  the  southern 
area  is  the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  that  area,  Mr.  J. 
Bootle. 

The  Public  Vaccinators  for  the  Borough  are  Drs.  Lucas,  Hyde 
and  Kelly. 

The  following  details  are  extracted  from  the  annual  returns 
forwarded  to  the  Registrar  General,  and  relate  to  the  year  1st 
January,  to  31  December,  1945. 

(a)  Number  of  births  registered  during  1945  ...  2120 

(b)  Children  successfully  vaccinated  409 

(c)  Children  insusceptible  to  vaccination  — 

(d)  Children  in  respect  of  whom  a statutory 

declaration  of  conscientious  objection  has  been 
received  764 

(e)  Children  who  died  unvaccinated  61 

(f)  Cases  where  vaccination  postponed  by  medical 

certificate  77 

(g)  Removals  to  other  districts,  the  Vaccination 

Officers  of  which  have  been  notified  331 

(h)  Removals  to  places  unknown 215 

(i)  Number  of  these  births  remaining  on  31st 

January,  1947,  neither  entered  in  Vaccination 
Register  or  temporarily  accounted  for  in 
Report  Book  263 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  only  19.3%  of 
all  births  registered  during  the  year  1945  were  successfully 
vaccinated,  whilst  a Statutory  Declaration  of  Conscientious 
Objection  was  made  in  36.03  % of  the  cases. 


Every  effort  is  made  through  the  Clinics  and  elsewhere  to 
impress  on  parents  their  obligations  regarding  vaccination,  but  it 
is  obvious  that  they  endeavour  to  avoid  it  if  at  all  possible.  The 
National  Health  Service  Act  which  was  approved  by  Parliament 
this  year  provides  for  the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  and  it  is 
intended  when  the  Act  comes  into  operation  that  vaccination  shall 
be  voluntary.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  have  the  effect  of  stimu- 
lating parents’  interest  and  increasing  the  numbers  of  children 
vaccinated. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  carried  out  by  this  section  of  the  Health  Department 
is  of  a varied  nature  and  may  be  reported  on  under  the  following 
headings  : 

(1)  INSPECTION  OF  REGISTERED  MIDWIVES.— There  are 
on  the  Register  13  midwives  in  private  practice.  Although  an 
attempt  to  visit  them  at  least  four  times  a year  is  made,  owing 
to  pressure  of  work  coupled  with  shortage  of  staff  this  cannot 
be  fully  carried  out  at  present.  During  the  year  9 visits 
were  made. 

On  these  occasions  the  midwives'  bags,  appliances, 
registers,  etc.,  are  examined  and  they  are  advised  of  any 
defaults.  A considerable  amount  of  mutual  benefit  can  be 
obtained  from  these  visits  and  the  relationship  and  co- 
operation between  midwives  and  visiting  officers  is  of  a very 
cordial  nature.  Midwives  are  compensated  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  cases  where  they  are  temporarily  suspended  for 
disinfection  or  where  their  patients  are  removed  to  the 
Maternity  Home. 

(2)  MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE.— During  the  major 
part  of  the  year  six  municipal  midwives  were  employed  but 
on  the  retirement  of  one  of  them  no  further  appointment  was 
made  as  it  was  considered  that  five  midwives  could  undertake 
all  the  domiciliary  midwifery  required.  There  is  an  increasing 
tendency  for  patients  to  apply  for  admission  to  the  local 
maternity  homes  with  the  result  that  there  are  fewer 
domiciliary  cases.  During  the  year  these  midwives  attended 
262  cases  as  midwives  and  133  cases  as  maternity  nurses. 

(3)  EMERGENCY  MATERNITY  HOMES.— The  two  Emergency 
Maternity  Homes,  Glenroyd  and  New  Central,  remaining 
open  at  the  end  of  1945  were  taken  over  by  this  Authority 
as  from  1st  April,  1946. 

The  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Hostel  “ Greystones,” 
Lytham  Road,  Blackpool,  for  the  reception  of  ex-service- 
women continued  to  function  during  the  whole  of  the  year. 

(4)  ANTE-NATAL  SUPERVISION. — Four  ante-natal  clinics  are 
held  weekly.  One  of  these  clinics  is  for  patients  booking 
accommodation  for  confinement  at  the  maternity  homes. 
Expectant  mothers  are  visited  in  their  own  homes  by  the 
Health  Visitors  and  if  necessary,  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officer.  The  number  of  patients  availing 
themselves  of  this  service  increases  each  year.  Owing  to  the 
lack  of  domestic  help  and  difficulty  of  confinement  at  home 
and  an  apparent  increasing  desire  on  the  part  of  patients  to 
have  their  babies  in  hospital,  more  and  more  patients  are 
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booking  accommodation  at  the  Municipal  Maternity  Homes. 
During  the  year  the  attendances  at  the  Ante-Natal  clinics  were 
as  follows  ; 


First 

Subseqi 

Visits. 

Visits. 

General  Ante-Natal  clinic  . 

1110 

4543 

Maternity  Home  clinic 

1358 

3950 

Total  2468 

8493 

(5)  DENTAL  TREATMENT. — A scheme  is  in  operation  whereby 
the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clinic 
may  send  patients  to  one  of  three  dentists,  appointed  by  the 
Health  Committee,  for  dental  treatment  which  they  could 
not  otherwise  have  afforded.  During  the  year  82  patients 
were  treated  and  the  actual  cost  to  the  local  authority  was 
£100  15s.  lOd. 

(6)  PROVISION  OF  HOME  AND  DOMESTIC  HELPS.— 
During  the  year  this  scheme  continued  to  function  but  only 
very  inadequately  owing  to  the  lack  of  suitable  personnel. 
Sustained  efforts  have  been  made  by  advertisements,  appeals 
through  Women’s  Organisations,  etc.,  to  find  suitable  women 
to  undertake  this  work.  During  1946  only  two  women  were 
recruited.  The  reason  is  largely  that  in  Blackpool  with  its 
extensive  hotel  and  boarding  house  organisation  the  financial 
inducements  that  can  be  offered  by  the  Local  Authority  cannot 
compete  with  that  offered  by  the  former  bodies.  9 patients 
were  supplied  with  Home  and  Domestic  Helps  in  the  year 
under  review. 

(7)  PROVISION  OF  MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE  OR  ATTEND- 
ANCE OF  MIDWIVES  AT  CONFINEMENTS.— Financial 
help  is  given  by  the  Health  Committee,  in  appropriate  cases 
to  assist  patients  to  pay  the  doctor’s  and  midwife’s  fee,  in 
whole  or  in  part.  All  these  cases  are  carefully  investigated 
as  to  necessity.  During  the  year  fees  were  paid  as  follows  : 

Full  doctors’  fees 16 

Part  doctors’  fees 22 

Full  midwives’  fees  3 

Part  midwives’  fees Nil 

(8)  PROVISION  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR 
MATERNITY  CASES. — ^With  the  end  of  hostilities  the 
Ministry  of  Health  gave  up  their  Emergency  Maternity 
Scheme  and  it  was  agreed  that  as  from  1st  April,  1946  the 
Local  Authority  should  take  over  full  financial  responsibility 
for  continuing  the  two  Maternity  Homes,  Glenroyd  and  New 
Central. 
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All  booked  cases  are  kept  under  careful  supervision  during 
the  ante-natal  period  and  where  necessary  are  admitted  for 
rest  and  treatment  of  any  abnormality.  The  number  of 
women  desiring  their  confinement  in  the  maternity  home 
continues  to  show  a steady  increase.  The  following  are  the 
numbers  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Homes  since  1940  . 

1940  ...  576  1944  ...  884 

1941  ...  815  1945  ...  913 

1942  ...  881  1946  ...  1324 

1943  ...  858 


The  following  figures  show  details  of  the  work  done  in 
the  Maternity  Homes  in  1946  : 


Patients  admitted  1324 

Patients  confined  1242 

Patients  attended  by  Midwife 1104 

Patients  attended  by  Doctor  138 

Births  (including  twins)  1261 

Infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  whilst  in 

the  Home  98 

Maternal  Deaths  1 

Stillbirths  34 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  6 

Cases  of  Pemphigus  Neonatorum — 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 1 


All  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and 
Pemphigus  Neonatorum  are  transferred  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  treatment. 


Amongst  the  cases  admitted  the  following  abnormalities 
were  met  and  dealt  with  : 


Caesarean  Section  ...  . 
Forceps  Delivery  ...  . 

^Transverse  Lie  

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 
Post-partum  haemorrhage 
Ruptured  perineum  . . . 

Episiotomy  

Adherent  placenta 

Breech  delivery 

Premature  labour 
Induction  of  labour  ... 

Albuminuria  

Eclampsia  

Pyelitis  

Abortion  

Ante-Natal  rest  ... 
♦Erythroblastosis  foetalis 


11 

61 

1 

17 
39 

205 

61 

18 
50 
93 
35 
31 

2 

10 

10 

37 

2 
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Note  : 

tShoulder  presentation.  Arm  and  cord  prolapsed. 
Evisceration  and  decapitation. 

*Both  cases  successfully  treated  by  transfusion  with 
Rh  Negative  blood. 

(9)  POST  NATAL  CLINIC. — This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Health 
Centre  once  weekly.  Patients  are  encouraged  to  attend  after 
confinement  so  that  any  abnormality  can  be  treated  as  soon 
as  possible.  400  patients  were  seen  and  advised  during  the 
year. 

(10)  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. ^Mothers  attending  these 
clinics  are  given  medical  and  nursing  advice  and  the  babies 
weighed.  Babies  are  examined  periodically  by  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  and  a strict  record  main- 
tained of  their  progress.  Where  necessary  and  in  special  circum- 
stances baby  food  is  supplied  free,  at  reduced  charges  or  at 
actual  cost  price.  During  the  year  30,579  packets  of  dried  milk 
were  issued,  of  which  352  were  supplied  free  and  696  at  less 
than  cost  price.  1,551  first  visits  to  the  clinics  were  made  by 
children  and  there  were  22,793  subsequent  visits.  The  large 
number  of  visits  testifies  to  the  mothers’  appreciation  of  the 
work  of  the  clinic. 

(11)  HOME  VISITATION. — Regular  visits  to  the  patients  in  their 
own  homes  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  parts 
of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service.  This  gives  the 
Health  Visitors  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  home  conditions 
and  is  therefore  of  the  greatest  benefit  when  giving  advice 
regarding  the  better  upbringing  of  the  child. 


During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  made  : 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers. 

First  visits  493 

Subsequent  Visits  535 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age  : 

First  Visits  1959 

Subsequent  Visits  4099 

(c)  To  children  between  1 and  5 years  : ...  6840 


The  following  table  summarises  the  visits  by  Health 
Visitors,  attendances  at  Ante-Natal  and  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics,  Issues  of  Dried  Milk,  etc.,  and  affords  a comparison 
with  previous  years. 
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(12)  ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. — As  in  previous  years  this 
Authority  continues  to  participate  in  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme 
of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  During  1946,  17  children 
requiring  orthopaedic  advice  and/or  treatment  were  referred 
to  the  clinic  which  is  held  at  Fleetwood  and  attended  by  an 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  from  Liverpool. 

(13)  REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES.— Ten  Nursing 
Homes  were  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1946.  No  orders 
refusing  registration  were  made.  The  following  is  a list  of 
registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  Borough  together  with  the 
number  of  beds  available. 


Beds 

Address  of  Nursing  Home 

Remarks 

Maternity 

Others 

22,  Moore  Street  

5 

4 

46,  Sherbourne  Road  ... 

3 

8 

10  beds 

230,  Hornby  Road  ... 

allocated 

160,  Reads  Avenue  ... 

4 

4 

as 

412,  Lytham  Road  ... 

2 

6 

required. 

254,  Waterloo  Road  ... 

— 

8 

151,  Reads  Avenue  ... 

1 

— 

333,  Lytham  Road  ... 

■ 

1 

26,  Leys  Road  ...  

5 

2 

13,  Burgate 

1 

— 

(14)  INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. — Before  a child  is  boarded 
out  a visit  is  paid  to  the  prospective  foster  mother  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  to  ascertain  the 
suitability  of  the  person  and  her  home.  Further  visits  are 
made  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Health  Visitors.  219  such 
visits  were  made  during  the  year.  The  following  details 
effectively  summarise  the  work  of  the  department  under  the 
Children  and  Young  Persons  Acts,  1932 — 1936. 


(a)  Children  on  the  register  at  end  of  1945  ...  50 

(b)  Foster  Mothers  on  register  at  end  of  1945  35 

(c)  New  applications  received  during  the  year  37 

(d)  Applications  granted  by  the  Health  Com.  37 

(e)  Children  returned  to  parents 25 

/f)  Children  legally  adopted 5 

i(g)  Children  who  died  during  the  year  ...  — 
(h)  Children  who  attained  the  age  of  9 years  2 
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(i)  Children  transferred  to  other  towns  ...  1 

(j)  Children  admitted  to  institutions  3 

(k)  Children  “Lost  Trace’’  — 

(l)  Children  removed  to  the  care  of  another 

Foster  Mother  3 

(m)  Children  remaining  on  the  register  at  the 

end  of  1946  48 

(n)  Foster  Mothers  remaining  on  the  register 

at  the  end  of  1946  35 

(15) iDENTAL  TREATMENT  FOR  CHILDREN.— Treatment 
mainly  consists  of  extractions  but  conservative  treatment  is 
given  where  necessary,  and  this  is  carried  out  by  three  local 
dental  surgeons  appointed  by  the  Health  Committee.  10 
children  received  treatment  during  the  year.  It  is  regretted 
that  parents  do  not  take  fuller  advantage  of  this  service. 

(16)  BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC. — Patients  are  seen  and  advised 
at  this  clinic  only  on  the  recommendation  of  general 
practitioners  that  further  confinements  would  prove  dangerous 
to  the  health  of  the  mothers.  Advice  is  not  given  on  purely 
economic  and  family  planning  grounds.  112  patients  were 
advised  and  there  was  a total  of  562  visits  to  the  clinic. 

(17)  INVESTIGATION  OF  MATERNAL  DEATHS.— These 
investigations  are  carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officer.  There  were  6 maternal  deaths 
during  the  year — 3 from  sepsis  and  3 from  other  causes.  This 
gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  2.8  per  1,000  total  births. 

(18)  LIGHT  TREATMENT  SCHEME.— This  clinic  continues  to 
function  fully.  'Underdeveloped  children  begin  to  improve 
almost  from  the  first  exposure.  Treatment  for  various 
conditions  is  also  given  to  nursing  and  expectant  mothers. 
The  following  details  summarise  the  work  of  the  clinic.  It 
will  be  noted  that  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  exercises  and 


Massage  is  also  given  at  the  clinic. 

Ante-Natal  Cases  : 

Attendances 

General  U.V.L 

4582 

Radiant  Heat  

230 

Post-Natal  Cases  : 

General  U.V.L ;.. 

248 

Radiant  Heat  

56 

Babies  and  Toddlers  : 

General  U.V.L 

7116 

Massage  

74 

Miscellaneous  : 

General  U.V.L 

674 

Radiant  Heat  

112 

Exercises  at  clinics  : 

781 

Total  ...  13873 
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(19)  DAY  NURSERIES. — ^The  small  nursery  in  Coronation  Street 
was  closed  on  25th  June,  1945  and  during  1946  the  five  larger 
nurseries  continued  to  function  giving  a total  accommodation 
for  250.  These  nurseries  have,  undoubtedly,  proved  a great 
boon  to  the  mothers  who  for  economic  reasons  are  obliged 
to  work. 

The  Matron  of  the  nurseries,  whose  office  is  situated  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre,  is  responsible  for  the  supervision 
and  staffing.  Charges  for  admission  are  on  a sliding  scale 
based  on  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  applicants. 


The  following  table  shows  the  admissions  and  discharges 
for  each  nursery  and  the  average  daily  attendances  over  the 
year. 


Nursery. 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Average  Daily 
Attendance 

Under  2 
Years 

2 — 5 years 

Caunce  Street 

69 

80 

7.9 

22.3 

Claremont  Park 

91 

100 

6.7 

22.2 

Glastonbury  Av. 

74 

85 

8.7 

18.5 

Lostock  Gardens 

60 

65 

7.3 

22.8 

Lytham  Road 

60 

66 

9.1 

22.6 

MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ENTRANTS  TO  THE 
MUNICIPAL  SERVICE. 

All  entrants  to  the  Local  Government  service  in  the  Borough 
are  medically  examined  at  the  Health  Centre  and  a certificate  of 
fitness  or  otherwise  is  sent  to  the  department  concerned.  During 
the  year  under  review  2,390  examinations  were  carried  out. 

CREMATIONS. 

The  Crematorium  at  Carleton,  Blackpool,  has  now  been 
functioning  since  September,  1935.  In  accordance  with  Statutory 
Rules  and  Orders,  M.  1,016,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
appointed  Medical  Referee  and  your  Tuberculosis  Officer,  Deputy 
Medical  Referee. 

Cremation  as  a method  of  disposal. is  being  used  to  a greater 
degree  every  year.  During  1946  there  were  1,124  cremations 
authorised.  The  figures  for  previous  years  are  given  below  for 
comparison. 

1940  ...  519  1943  ...  900 

1941  ...  613  1944  ...  891 

1942  ...  698  1945  ...  997 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  SCHEME. 

Clinics  are  held  daily,  except  Sunday,  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre — four  for  males  and  two  for  females. 

During  the  year  982  new  cases  were  examined  at  the  clinic 
and  of  these  557  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  one  of  the 
venereal  diseases.  This  shows  an  increase  of  256  over  last  year. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  all  patients  treated  during 
the  past  10  years  : 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — This  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Fylde  Water  Board.  The  water  is  an  upland  surface  water  of  a 
soft  nature.  The  gathering  ground  is  a good  one  and  is  thoroughly 
safe-guarded  from  all  risk  of  animal  pollution  and  the  water  is 
now  laid  on  to  every  inhabited  part  of  the  Borough. 

Samples  are  taken  periodically  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  Engineer  to  the  Board  has  been  good  enough  to  supply 
me  with  a report  on  such  samples.  I am  pleased  to  note  that  all 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  OF  THE  BOROUGH. — ^The  sewerage  system 
in  the  Borough  was  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938 
and  during  the  war  years  there  has  been  practically  no  change. 

There  are  in  the  borough  area  59,592  waterclosets  and  312 
pail  closets.  There  are  only  three  cesspools  and  these  are  emptied 
regularly  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  this  Authority.  In 
outlying  parts  of  the  borough  a number  of  unsatisfactory  septic 
tanks  exist  which  give  rise  to  insanitary  conditions  as  they  over- 
flow into  watercourses.  Abolition  of  these  septic  tanks  is  most 
desirable  but  this  is  dependent  upon  the  construction  of  the  new 
sewers  in,  the  north  and  south  of  the  borough.  Now  that  hostilities 
have  ceased  it  is  hoped  that  work  may  be  proceeded  with. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL.— This  is  carried 
out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  this  Authority. 

The  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  informs  me  that  the  work 
of  refuse  collection  is  returning  to  normality  with  the  demobilisation 
of  the  staff  from  H.M.  Forces. 

As  an  economic  necessity  salvage  collections  are  still  made. 

9 

Refuse  which  is  collected  is  dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Disposal 
Works,  and  during  the  year  this  amounted  to  35,985  tons,  whilst 
in  addition  16,346  tons  were  tipped  away,  and  1,152  tons  of  night 
soil  were  removed. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.— This  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has 
submitted  to  me  the  following  statistical  statement  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  him  and  his  assistants. 


...  2302 
...  24236 


Complaints  received  

Visits  and  Inspections  (total) 
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Houses  fully  inspected  : 

(a)  New  Houses  — 

(b)  Old  Houses  — 

(c)  Basement  tenements  — 

(d)  Temporary  Structures  40 

Inspections  of  works  in  progress  940 

Visits  to  houses  and  other  premises  5396 

Visits  to  requisitioned  property  2066 

Visits  re  Building  Repair  Licences  (Ministry  of 
Works  Form  C.L.1136A)  5255 

Re-inspections  in  relation  to  nuisances  under  notice  4805 

Inspection  of  basements 1 

Inspection  of  manure  heaps 2 

Sands  inspection  — 

Enquiries  into  deaths  6 

Smoke  observations  (half-hour  duration  each)  ...  7 

Inspection  of  temporary  structures 131 

Inspection  of  back  passages  64 

Inspection  of  Offensive  Trades  12 

Inspections  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  2792 

Inspections  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  61 

Inspections  of  Factory  and  Workshops  277 

Inspections  of  bakehouses  346 

Visits  by  Inspectors  in  connection  with  Infectious 
Disease  457 

Inspection  of  Ash  Receptacles. 

Satisfactory  21 

Unsatisfactory  323 

Re-inspections  under  notice  1254 

Notices  served  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances. 

Statutory  196 

Preliminary  425 

Verbal  156 

House  Drains  Tested. 

Total  number  of  tests  made 624 
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New  Houses  examined  : 

Satisfactory  255 

Unsatisfactory  1 

Rendered  satisfactory  after  first  test 1 

Other  houses  examined  : 

First  test  satisfactory  55 

First  test  unsatisfactory  52 

Re-tested  during  re-laying 209 

Final  Test  satisfactory 51 

Drains. 

Laid,  re-laid,  disconnected  and  ventilated 12 

Repaired  and  cleaned  out  819 

New  gullies  fixed  3 

New  W.C.’s  fixed  in  lieu  of  privies,  pail  closets  and 
defective  W.C’s  64 

Water  closets  repaired  32 

Water  closets  unblocked 11 

Flushing  fittings  and  water  provided  for  water 
closets  108 

W.C.  soil  pipes  repaired  and  ventilated  11 

Cesspools  abolished  — 

Pail  Closets  provided  — 

Privies  abolished — 

Privies  reconstructed  into  Pail  Closets — 

Pail  Closets  abolished  1 

Waste  Pipes. 

Bath,  Lavatory  and  Slop  waste  pipes  disconnected 
over  gullies  3 

New  slops  tones  waste  pipes  fixed 9 

New  rainwater  pipes  fixed  4 

Rainwater  pipes  and  roof  gutters  repaired 125 

Slopstone  waste  pipes  repaired  38 

Water  service  pipes  repaired 124 

Miscellaneous. 

Houses  where  sanitary  defects  were  found 634 

Houses  where  sanitary  defects  were  remedied  ...  538 
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No.  of  sanitary  defects  remedied  ... 



3415 

Houses  cleansed 



8 

Houses  disinfested  ; 

Hydrogen  Cyanide  



81 

Insecticides  



143 

Sulphur  



— 

Other  methods  



70 

Floors  repaired  or  laid  

* . • ...  ... 

137 

Back  yards  repaired 

17 

Back  yards  flagged,  concreted  or  asphalted 

27 

Accumulations  removed  

55 

Animals  removed  from  improper  situations 

8 

Roofs  repaired  



193 

Rooms  ventilated  

— 

Yards  cleansed  



8 

Watercourses  cleansed  

...  ...  ... 

1 

Manure  Receptacles  Abolished 



— 

Manure  Receptacles  Provided 



— 

Sundry  minor  defects  remedied 

1053 

Number  of  manholes,  gullies,  back 
reported  to  Director  of  Cleansing 

streets,  etc.. 

66 

Number  of  manholes,  gullies,  back 
reported  to  Borough  Surveyor  ... 

streets,  etc.. 

14 

Erections  in  yards,  etc.,  reported 
Surveyor  

to  Borough 

2 

New  Slop  Sinks  fixed  



16 

New  Damp  Proof  Course  fixed 

16 

Dampness  remedied  



73 

Fireplaces  provided  or  repaired 

130 

Food  Stores  provided  

— 

Food  Stores  ventilated 



— 

Handrails  to  staircases  fixed  



3 

Courts  or  back  passages  repaired  ... 

8 

Courts  or  back  passages  cleansed  ... 

4 
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BUILDING  LICENCES. — As  from  1st  August,  1945  the 
Ministry  of  Works  and  Buildings  authorised  Local  Authorities  to 
issue  on  their  behalf,  building  licences  for  work  costing  between 
£10  and  £100.  In  order  to  avoid  overlapping  of  departmental 
duties  it  has  been  arranged  that  the  Borough  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  deals  with  all  applications  for  licences  relating  to  work 
subject  to  bye-law  control  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  deals 
with  applications  concerning  general  repair  work.  Close  co- 
operation is  maintained  between  the  two  officers. 

During  the  year,  building  licences  were  issued  by  this  depart- 
ment in  respect  of  2,452  houses  and  581  properties  other  than 
houses,  involving  amounts  of  £84,640  and  £26,672  respectively. 
Each  house  or  other  property  was  inspected  by  a district  sanitary 
inspector  and  a total  of  5255  visits  was  made. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. — In  accordance  with  Section  128 
(3)  of  the  Act  I give  below  a report  on  the  matters  administered 
by  the  Local  Authority. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Factories  : 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Without  Mechanical  Power  : 
Factories — 

(including  Laundries) 

145 

9 

Mechanical  Power  : 

Factories — 

(including  Laundries) 

478 

13 

Without  Mechanical  Power  : 
Other  Premises  — (other 
than  Outworkers  Premises 
including  in  Part  3 of  this 
report) 

TOTAL 

623 

22  1 

— 
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(2)  Defects  Found  in  Factories  : 


Number  ol 

Defects 

Particulars 

Not  remedied 

1945 

Found  1946 

Remedied  1946 

Not  Remedied 

1946 

Referred  to  H.M. 

Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the 

Factories  Act,  1937, 

Sections  1 — 7 : 

Want  of  cleanliness  

106 

102 

30 

178 

Want  of  ventilation  

5 

2 

— 

7 

2 

— 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Drains  

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Other  nuisances  

24 

— 

— 

24 

— 

— 

Sanitary  accommodation  : 
Insufficient  

18 

13 

4 

27 

3 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

18 

17 

19 

16 

1 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

4 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1937  : 

Offences  (excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork)  

3 

14 

3 

14 

1 

TOTAL 

180 

150 

59 

269 

10 

— 

(3)  Homework  : 


Outworkers’  Lists. 
Section  110 


Nature  of  Work. 


Lists  received  from  Employers 


Twice 

in  the  year. 

Once 

in  the  year 

Outworkers 

Outworkers 

Lists 

Con- 

tractors 

Work- 

men 

Lists 

Con- 

tractors 

Work- 

men 

Wearing  Apparel  : 
Making,  etc. 

4 

— 

_ 

_ 

___ 
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Inspections  of  Outworker’s  premises  4 

Addresses  of  Outworkers  received  from  other 

Authorities  4 

Addresses  of  Outworkers  forwarded  to  other 

Authorities  — 

(4)  Registered  Factories  : 


Factories  on  the  Register  (Section  8 (3))  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Mechanical 

Non- 

mechanical 

Power 

Power 

Making  of  wearing  apparel  

102 

52 

Workshop  bakehouses  

153 

14 

Preparation  of  other  foods  

86 

5 

Building  Trades  

72 

9 

Furniture  making,  etc 

44 

25 

Conveyances  and  Engineering 

133 

15 

Letterpress  and  photographic 

printing  and  bookbinding 

35 

8 

Other  trades  

40 

7 

Laundry  workshops 

19 

— 

TOTAL 

684 

135 

(5)  Other  matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

(a)  Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factories  Act, 

Section  128  (3b)  8 

(b)  Other  14 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.— The  following  exist  in  the 

Borough  ; 

Tripe  Boilers  2 

Gut  Scrapers  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Depots  4 

The  Tripd  Boilers  and  Gut  Scrapers,  mentioned  above,  ore 

situated  within  the  confines  of  the  Public  Abattoirs.  This  is 
particularly  satisfactory  as  the  effluvia  emitted  by  them  is  not 
detected  by  any  large  body  of  the  public.  Furthermore  they  are 
under  the  daily  supervision  of  the  Abattoirs  Superintendent. 
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FISH  FRIERS. — Prior  to  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  the 
trade  of  fish  fryer  had  been  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade  but 
in  view  of  Section  107  of  that  Act  the  Local  Authority,  having 
adopted  Town  Planning  Schemes,  decided  that  in  future  the  Town 
Planning  Committee  would  deal  with  all  applications  for  licence 
to  carry  on  this  trade.  Before  new  applications  are  considered 
or  old  one  renewed  annually  the  Public  Health  Department  is 
consulted  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  premises  in  the  case  of  new 
applications,  and  whether  the  business  has  been  conducted  satis- 
factorily in  cases  of  applications  for  renewals  of  old  licences. 
During  the  year  two  new  applications  were  considered,  of  which 
one  was  not  approved  ; consent  was  given  to  twenty-five  renewals 
of  existing  licences.  The  nett  increase  in  the  number  of  licences 
was  one,  the  total  number  in  operation  being  153. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES.— Under  the  Blackpool 
Improvement  Act,  1901,  Section  47,  the  common  lodging  houses, 
previously  existing  were  re-registered.  These  houses,  with  their 
accommodation,  are  as  follows  : — 

Eden  Street  : 160  Adults  and  1 Child. 

Seed  Street  : 56  Adults  and  1 Child. 

Sixty-one  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  it  was  found 
on  the  whole  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  a clean  condition  and 
managed  satisfactorily. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919.— This 
department  employs  a full  time  pestologist  thus  ensuring  the 
immediate  attention  to  all  complaints  of  infestation.  The  principal 
method  of  extermination  used  is  poisoning  as  this  has  been  found 
most  effective,  although  by  this  method  it  is  not  possible  to  assess 
the  number  of  vermin  destroyed. 

No  proceedings  under  the  Act  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. — Houses  disinfested  during  the 
year  numbered  294,  a reduction  of  92  on  the  previous  year.  There 
was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  houses  disinfested 
by  the  cyanide  gassing  process,  81  as  compared  with  194  in  1945  ; 
this  is  due  to  the  greatly  increased  use  now  being  made  of  D.D.T. 
and  other  insecticides. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THEATRES,  MUSIC 
HALLS,  ETC. — There  are  the  following  places  of  public  enter- 


tainment within  the  Borough  : 

Cinemas  13 

Cinemas  (also  used  for  Variety,  etc.)  5 

Variety,  etc 6 

Ballrooms  5 

Icedrome  1 
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From  the  Public  Health  point  of  view  these  halls  are 
conducted  satisfactorily. 

THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934. — The  Watch  Committee  who  are 
the  responsible  authority  for  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1912 — 1934,  appointed  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  Section 
10  .of  the  1934  Act,  relating  to  the  suitability  and  sufficiency  of 
ventilation,  temperature,  sanitary  conveniences,  lighting  and 
washing  facilities. 

The  whole  of  the  shops  were  completely  surveyed  for  these 
facilities  during  the  years  before  the  war,  but  in  view  of  the 
depleted  inspectorial  staff  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out 
routine  inspections  this  year.  Fifteen  complaints  were  received, 
and  7 shops  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  whilst  8 contravened 
Section  10  in  the  manner  specified  below  : 


Classified  Defects. 

None. 

Defective  or 
Unsatisfactory. 

Sanitary  accommodation 

1 

6 

Ventilation  

— 

— 

Temperature  

— 

— 

Washing  Facilities 

— 

1 

Lighting  

— 

■ 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

1 (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  184 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purp>ose  298 

2 (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1925  184 

)(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  298 

3 Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  (including 
clearance  areas)  — 
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4 Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  144 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  232 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  68 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices. 

(a)  By  owners  46 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  96 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  101 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  — 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  6 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  — 
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HOUSING— GENERAL. 

In  view  of  the  depleted  inspectorial  staff  in  the  sanitary 
section  of  the  department  it  has  not  been  possible  to  resume 
detailed  house  to  house  inspections  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

CARAVANS  AND  WOODEN  STRUCTURES.— Details  of 
the  occupants  and  numbers  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  existing  in 
the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1946  cannot  be  given. 


The  rate  at  which  families  residing  in  such  buildings  can  be 
re-housed  is  entirely  dependent  on  the  housing  accommodation 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority  and  private  enterprise.  This 
again  depends  on  the  state  of  the  national  economy  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the  day  will  not  be  far  distant  when  such  re-housing  can  be 
completely  effected. 

CLEARANCE  AREAS. — The  present  position  with  reference 
to  these  areas  is  as  follows  : — 


RERL 

\RKS 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Date  of 

AREA 

Struc- 

persons 

Represent 

Struc- 

Others 

tures 

displaced 

a'tion 

tures 

await- 

still 

Demolit- 

occupied 

ion 

Waterloo  Road  No.  1 

14 

20 

8.3.37 

(C.P.O.) 

1 

2 

Stanley  Road  No.  1 
Common  Edge  Road 

5 

9 

7.2.38 

1 

4 

No.  1 

2 

— 

7.2.38 

— 

2 

Common  Edge  Road 

No.  3 

9 

26 

7.2.38 

5 

2 

Daggers  Hall  Lane 

No.  1 

9 

13 

7.2.38 

1 

7 

Vicarage  Lane  No.  2 

11 

16 

7.2.38 

4 

2 

Abbey  Road  No.  2 

2 

4 

7.2.38 

1 

1 

Waterloo  Road  No.  2 

5 

4 

7.2.38 

4 

1 

Sedburgh  Av.  No.  1 

3 

2 

7.2.38 

1 

1 

Bloomfield  Rd.  No.  1 

13 

24 

7.2.38 

3 

1 

Field  Street  No.  1 

6 

8 

7.2.38 

— 

2 

Harcourt  Road  No.  1 

7 

2 

7.2.38 

— 

1 

Layton  Road  No.  1 

12 

20 

8.6.38 

— 

6 

[ Awaiting 

Little  Layton  No.  1 

45 

74 

24.12.38 

1 confirmation  by 

Little  Layton  No.  2 

5 

9 

24.12.38 

1 Ministry  of 

\ Health. 

TOTALS 

148 

231 

— 

— — 
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OVERCROWDING. — Owing  to  the  considerable  changes  in 
the  population  in  the  town  due  in  a large  measure  to  the  heavy 
influx  in  the  war  years,  the  department  has  no  reliable  statistics 
regarding  the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  borough  at 
the  present  time. 


These  can  only  be  obtained  if  a complete  survey  is  under- 
taken, a measure  which  will  have  to  be  delayed  until  an  adequate 
staff  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  been  appointed  to  the  department. 


TEMPORARY  OVERCROWDING  LICENCES.— No 
applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  temporary 
licences  for  occasional  overcrowding  for  limited  periods  during  the 
summer  months. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  following  is  a list  of  the  Milk  Purveyors  in  the  Borough 


Milk  Stores  5 

Milk  Shops  selling  by  retail  6 

Dairymen’s  premises,  not  including  farmers 50 

Purveyors  of  Milk  141 

Purveyors  of  Cream — 

Producers  32 

Milk  Bars  — 


Dairymen  using  Dairies  other  than  own  premises  18 

Dairymen  operating  from  premises  outside  the 

Borough  28 

Producer  Retailers  24 


THE  MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1923 
AND  1936. — The  following  licences  were  extant  at  the  end  of  1946: 

Producers  Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  — 

Accredited  9 

Licensed  Bottling  Establishments. 

Tuberculin  Tested.  At  farms 1 

Accredited.  At  farms 2 

Accredited.  Other  premises  — 

Pasteurised  2 
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Dealers  Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  7 

Accredited  

Pasteurised  3 

Supplementary  Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Pasteurised  2 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926, — I give  below  details 
of  work  carried  out  under  the  above  Order 

Floor  surfaces  of  cowshed  re-formed 
Floor  surfaces  of  cowshed  repaired  ... 

Further  lighting  of  cowsheds  

Underdrawing  of  roofs  of  cowsheds  ... 

Cowsheds  abolished  

Dairy  premises  abolished 

Sterilisation  equipment  provided  ...  . 

Minor  repairs  to  cowsheds  

Walls  of  cowsheds  rendered  with  cement  . 

Milk  coolers  repaired 

New  dairies  established  

MILK  AND  ICE  CREAM  ANALYSIS. 

The  following  statistics  relate  to  the  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  milk  and  ice  cream  ; 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  was  142,  of  which  17  were 
below  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901 
and  1939. 

The  average  composition  of  the  milk  for  the  year  was  : 

Milk  Fat  3.67%  Non-Fatty  solids  8.93%  Water  87.4% 

Bacteriological  Analysis  of  Milk. 

In  addition  66  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  examined  for 
the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  and  Coli  Test,  and  one  sample 
failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  nineteen  failed  the 
Coll  Test. 

Compared  with  the  accredited  standard,  it  will  be  observed 
that  20  or  30.3%  contained  bacteria  below  that  standard. 


3 

5 

1 


59 


In  addition  56  Primary  samples  were  examined  for  the 
presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  one  was  found  to  be  positive. 
The  details  are  as  follow  ; 


Number  of 

Found  to 

samples 

contain  T.B. 

Produced  outside  the  Borough 

25 

1 

Produced  inside  the  Borough 

31 

Nil 

Graded  Milks. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples  taken  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923  and  1936. 


Outside  the  Borough 

Inside  the  Borough 

Grade  of  Milk. 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Certified)  or 
Tuberculin  Tested 

85 

10 

26 

3 

Accredited  

21 

2 

244 

29 

Pasteurised  

49 

3 

43 

2 

Sterilised  

51 

1 

25 

1 

Heat  Treated 

30 

Nil 

46 

1 

In  addition  the  following  samples  were  submitted  for  the 
Phosphotase  Test  : — 


Outside  the  borough 

Inside  the  borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Pasteurised  

52 

Nil 

40 

3 

Heat  Treated 

30 

Nil 

43 

4 

Sterilised  

50 

1 

25 

1 
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ANIMAL  INOCULATION  TESTS.— During  the  year  69 
samples  of  Graded  or  Heat  Treated  Milk  were  sent  to  the  Patho- 
logist for  Animal  Inoculation  Test  and  the  undermentioned  table 
shows  the  result  of  his  findings.  Only  one,  or  1.45%  was  positive. 


Outside  the  borough 

Inside  the  borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

T.T.  or  Certified  ... 

9 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Accredited  

4 

1 

29 

Nil 

Pasteurised  

6 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

Sterilised  

5 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Heat  Treated 

4 

Nil 

4 

Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1938. — The  provisions  of  this 
Order  are  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

ICE  CREAM. — The  number  of  Ice-cream  premises  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  was  392.  These  premises 
are  subject  to  rigid  supervision  by  the  Food  Inspector,  and  during 
the  year  1,624  visits  were  made — 954  to  shops  and  stalls  and  670 
to  factories. 

Thirty-six  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester,  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  I would  draw  your 
attention  to  a synopsis  of  the  reports  thereon  which  is  given  as 
Appendix  2 to  the  report  on  Ice  Cream  prepared  by  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  Senior  Food  Inspector.  This  report 
is  set  out  on  pages  ...  to  ...  at  the  end  of  this  Annual  Report. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  shops  in  the  borough  where  food  is 


exposed  for  sale  : — 

Where  butchers’  meat  is  sold 201 

Meat  stalls  4 

Fish  shops  94 

Grocery  and  provisions •••  471 

Confectioners’  shops  211 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  tea  rooms 264 

Fruit  shops  140 

Tripe  shops  

Oyster  stalls 25 

Fish  and  chip  shops 153 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

All  animals  for  human  food  are  slaughtered  at  the  public 
abattoirs,  which  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
as  a centralised  slaughtering  establishment  for  most  of  the  district 
around.  There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  borough. 

Table  showing  the  number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  at  the  Public 
Abattoirs. 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

Cows 

1172 

2005 

2301 

2109 

2532 

2678 

2837 

4075 

Heifers 

5902 

3975 

2433 

2751 

2299 

2138 

2686 

2391 

Bullocks 

2994 

2318 

2998 

3895 

3758 

2435 

4462 

4968 

Bulls 

86 

107 

187 

181 

183 

170 

192 

154 

Calves 

957 

4075 

5034 

8081 

10444 

9544 

10764 

11671 

Sheep 

70649 

73754 

48261 

62171 

48843 

45627 

40450 

54015 

Pigs 

5905 

8316 

4192 

1144 

696 

691 

1258 

607 

TOTAL 

87665 

94550 

65406 

80332 

68755 

63283 

62649 

77881 

GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLY. 

The  following  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  : — 


Milkshops  and  dairies  

318 

Cowsheds  in  the  borough 

1240 

Cowsheds  out  of  the  borough  ... 

30 

Ice-cream  stalls 

954 

Ice-cream  workshops  

670 

Public  slaughterhouses  

61 

Other  slaughterhouses  

Butchers’  shops 

4 

942 

Other  shops 

6596 

Dairies  

1168 

Restaurants  

421 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ... 

295 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Informal 

Nature  of  Samples 

Formal 

Taken 

Not 

Genuine 

Taken 

Not 

Genuine 





Baking  Powder 

13 



— 

— 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 

9 



— 

— 

Benergy  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Brawn  

1 





— 

Butter  

19 



1 

— 

Cake  

— 





Cheese  

1 



1 

— 

Chocolate  

— 



— 

— 

Chocolate  Spread  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cinnamon  

1 

— 
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Informal 

Nature  of  Samples 

Formal 

Taken 

Not 

Genuine 

Taken 

Not 

Genuine 

■ ■ - ■ 



Cocktail  Tonic 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Cocoa  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee  

20 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  Fat  

8 

— 

— 

— 

Crab  

1 

— 



— 

Cream  of  Tarter  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Cremola  



— 

— 

— 

Curry  Powder 

3 

— 

4 

2 

Desiccated  Soup  . . . 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Fish  Roll  

1 

— 

_ 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

— 



— 

Gelatine  

6 

— 

— 

— 

Ginger  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Golden  Raising  Pdr. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Cinnamon 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Ginger 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Ground  Nutmeg  . . . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Ham  

1 

— 

40 

— 

Ice  Cream  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jelly  Dessert 

3 

— 



— 

Lard  

9 

— 

— 

— 

Lard  Compound  . . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Barley  Cryst 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Lemon  Squash 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Margarine  

19 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Paste  

1 

— 

1 

— 

Medicinal  Paraffin 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Milk  

141 

17 



— 

Mustard  

2 

— 

1 

— 

Oatmeal  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Potted  Meat  

3 

— 

— 

— 

Rice  Flour  

1 

— 

1 

1 

Rye  Meal  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage  

6 

— 

— 

— 

Seasoning  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sherry  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Soup  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Spice  

4 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar  

3 

— 



— 

Semolina  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Cream 

1 

— 

6 

4 

Tinned  Guavas 

— 

— 

___ 

— 

Tea  

1 

— 

— 

Vanilla  Mix  

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar  

20 

— 

— 

— 

Whisky  

1 

1 

64 

10 

339 

21 
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REMARKS. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  20. — Deficient  of  4%  of  its  fat. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

Cocoa,  Informal  Sample  No.  47. — Infested  with  Maggots.  The 
same  was  surrendered  for  destruction. 

Whisky,  Formal  Sample  No.  51. — Contained  2%  excess  of  water, 
being  37%  under  proof.  Legal  proceedings  instituted. 
Defendant  fined  £5  and  £15  15s.  Od.  costs. 

Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  55. — Deficient  of  3%  of  its  fat. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  84.— Deficient  of  4%  of  its  fat. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  89.--Deficient  of  5%  of  its  fat. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to 
vendor. 

Rye  Meal,  Informal  Sample  No.  97. — Found  to  be  overweight, 
slightly  mouldy  and  in  an  active  state  of  decomposition. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Stock  surrendered  for 
destruction. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  115. — Contained  10%  of  added  water. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Defendant  fined  £2  10s.  Od.  and  18/9d.  costs. 

Fish  Roll,  Informal  Sample  No.  134. — Slightly  decomposed  and 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  Reported  to  Health 
Committee.  No  further  action  taken. 

Fish  Roll,  Informal  Sample  No.  135. — ^Was  in  an  advanced  state 
of  decomposition  and  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  No  further  action  taken. 

Tomato  Soup,  Formal  Sample  No.  154. — Slightly  infested  with 
Mites.  12  bags  in  stock  surrendered  to  Inspector  for 
destruction. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  192. — Deficient  of  3%  of  its  fat. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  No  further  action  taken. 

Cocktail  Tonic,  Formal  Sample  No.  207. — Label  misleading  as  to 
the  contents  of  the  cocktail.  Reported  to  Health 
Committee.  No  further  action  taken  . 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  262. — ^Contained  2%  of  added  water. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Defendant  fined  £2  and  £2  12s.  6d.  costs  plus 
Analyst’s  Fee. 
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Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  263. — Contained  5%  of  added  water. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Defendant  fined  £2  and  £2  12s.  6d.  costs, 
plus  Analyst’s  Fee. 

Desiccated  Soup,  Informal  Sample  No.  310. — Was  in  advanced 
state  of  decomposition.  Surrendered  to  Inspector.  No 
further  action  taken. 

Desiccated  Soup,  Informal  Sample  No.  311. — Was  in  an  advanced 
state  of  decomposition.  Surrendered  to  Inspector.  No 
further  action  taken. 

Lemon  Squash,  Formal  Sample  No.  358. — Deficient  of  11%  of  its 
Citric  Acid.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Town 
Clerk  instructed  to  communicate  with  Ministry  of  Food 
regarding  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Soft  Drinks  Order,  1946. 

Milk,  Informal  Sample  No.  372. — ^Contained  9%  added  water 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  No  further  action  taken, 
as  follow-on  sample  was  genuine  (No.  373). 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  376. — Contained  19%  added  water. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  See  Nos.  38866  and  38867. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  377. — Contained  18%  added  water. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  See  Nos.  38866  and  38867. 

Milk,  Formal  Samples  No.  38866  and  38867. — ^Deficient  of  17% 
of  its  fat  and  contained  4%  added  water,  respectively. 
These  were  samples  taken  by  Lancashire  County  Coun- 
cil following  on  Nos.  376  and  377  above  and  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  as  for  those  samples. 
Defendant  fined  £5  in  respect  of  each  of  the  two  samples, 
plus  £4  17s.  6d.  costs. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  379. — Deficient  of  7%  of  its  Solids-not- 
fat.  No  action  taken  as  the  Public  Analyst  was  of 
opinion  that  the  deficiency  of  Solids-not-fat  was  not  due 
to  the  addition  of  water. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  381. — ^Deficient  of  5%  of  its  solids-not 
fat.  No  action  taken  as  the  Public  Analyst  was  of 
opinion  that  the  deficiency  of  solids-not-fat  was  not  due 
to  the  addition  of  water. 

Guavas,  Informal  Samples  No.  383,  385,  403,  404. — ^Were  in  an 
active  state  of  decomposition  and  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. Reported  to  Health  Committee.  1211  tins 
from  the  consignment  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Milk,  Formal  Sample  No.  401.— Deficient  of  4%  of  its  fat. 

Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to 

vendor. 


PROSECUTIONS  — 1946. 
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APPENDIX. 

The  following  report  on  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream 
follows  on  the  special  investigation  made  and  reported  as  an 
appendix  to  my  Annual  Report  for  1945. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Senior 
Food  Inspector  for  its  preparation. 

REPORT  ON  THE  MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF 
ICE  CREAM  IN  BLACKPOOL  DURING  1946. 

INTRODUCTION. 

1.  Following  on  the  report  submitted  to  you  last  October,  the 
Health  Committee  removed  from  the  register  3 manufacturers  of 
ice  cream  and  instructed  your  officers  to  make  a further  detailed 
survey  of  all  premises  where  ice  cream  was  prepared.  This  was 
carried  out  during  the  close  season  and  considerable  improvement 
secured,  both  in  premises  and  equipment,  as  well  as  in  methods  of 
manufacture. 

A considerable  amount  of  sampling  has  been  carried  out  at 
regular  intervals  during  the  past  few  months  with  the  results  shown 
in  the  tables  to  this  report.  As  on  the  last  occasion,  the 
chemical  analysis  of  the  samples  was  entrusted  to  your  Public 
Analyst,  Mr.  T.  R.  Hodgson,  M.A.,  F.I.C.,  and  the  bacteriological 
examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
of  the  Manchester  University. 

2.  REGISTERED  MANUFACTURERS  AND  PURVEYORS. 

The  undermentioned  table  shows  the  number  of  manufacturers 
and  purveyors  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and 
Section  42  of  the  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1935. 


Class  of  Mix 

1939 

1945 

1946 

Pasteurised 

5 

6 

9 

Manufacturers 

Boiled  

67 

76 

76 

Cold  

23 

41 

53 

Total  

95 

123 

138 

Pasteurised 

134 

140 

233 

Purveyors 

Boiled  

85 

90 

104 

Cold  

23 

43 

55 

Total  

242 

273 

392 

67 


3.  METHODS  OF  MANUFACTURE. 

These  have  altered  so  little  since  the  previous  report  that  it 
is  not  proposed  to  submit  details  in  this  document,  but  for 
comparative  purposes  the  samples  have  been  divided  into  3 main 
groups,  i.e. 

Pasteurised. 

Boiled, 

Cold. 

A special  reference  is  made  later  in  the  report  to  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  " choc-ices,"  a commodity  which  has  been 
publicised  considerably  in  Blackpool  this  summer. 

4.  ANALYSIS  OF  RESULTS. 

(a)  Chemical  : — ^For  full  details  see  Table  I at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

The  following  table  shows  the  great  disparities  in  the  samples, 
both  as  regards  fat  and  non-fatty  solids,  and  demonstrates  the 
necessity  of  chemical  standards  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  suggested 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


Class  of 
Mix. 

Fatty  Solids 
vary  from 

Average 

Non-fatty  Solids 
vary  from 

Average 

Total 

Solids 

Average 

Pasteurised 

Boiled 

Cold 

2.84%  to  12.55% 
0.48%  to  6.27% 
0.25%  to  4.  0% 

6.31% 

2.83% 

2.00% 

14.16%  to  24.15% 
19.39%  to  28.36% 
11.21%  to  28.30% 

18.69% 

21.10% 

16.07% 

25.00% 

23.93% 

22.61% 

The  above  figures  demonstrate  as  last  year,  the  superior  quality 
of  the  product  sold  by  manufacturers  of  the  pasteurised  mixes,  as 
against  the  boiled  and  cold  mixes.  We  are  pleased  to  report, 
however,  a slight  improvement  of  the  two  latter  categories  as 
compared  with  1945. 


An  analysis  of  the  fat  content  of  the  36  samples  is  as  under: — 


Classification 

Fat  content  % 

Class  of  Mix. 

Pasteurised 

Boiled 

Cold 

Whole 

Group 

Below  1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Over  1 and  below  2 

— 

5 

3 

8 

Over  2 and  below  3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Over  3 and  below  4 

2 

4 

1 

7 

Over  4 and  below  5 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Over  5 and  below  6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  6 and  below  7 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Over  7 and  below  8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Over  8 and  below  9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  9 and  below  10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  10 

3 

— 

— 

3 

13 

14 

9 

36 
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These  figures  show  an  improvement  on  the  results  obtained 
in  1945,  for  in  that  year  29%  of  the  samples  contained  less  than 
1%  of  fat  and  50%  less  than  2%  of  fat. 

For  1946  the  figures  are  9%  and  31%  respectively. 

The  undermentioned  table  has  been  prepared  to  show  the 
relative  weight,  in  grammes,  which  the  public  would  receive  per 
pennyworth  of  ice  cream  purchased. 


Class  of  Mix. 

W 

Fat 

eight  in  Gr, 

Milk 
Solids  — 
not  fat 

immes 

Cane 

Sugar  and 
other 
solids 

Total 

1946 

Total 

1945 

Pasteurised 

1.28 

1.19 

2.64 

5.11 

3.73 

Boiled 

.57 

1.65 

3.44 

5.66 

2.69 

Cold 

.44 

1.41 

1.81 

3.66 

1.63 

The  comparative  figures  for  the  previous  year  show  an 
improvement  in  the  position  as  regards  all  classes  of  mixes. 

(b)  Bacteriological  : — For  full  details  see  Table  II  at  the  end 
of  this  Report. 


The  undermentioned  tables  demonstrate  the  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  cleanliness  of  ice  cream  this  year  as  compared  with 
1945,  and  this  fact  must  be  extremely  gratifying  to  the  Health 
Committee  which  has  taken  such  an  active  interest  in  this  matter. 


Number  of  Bacteria 
per  c.c. 

Pasteurised 

Boiled 

Cold 

3 Days 
22°C 

2 Days 
37°C 

3 Days 
22°C 

2 Days 
37  °C 

3 Days 
22°C 

2 Days 
37  °C 

0— 

100 





1 

1 

— 

— 

100— 

250 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

250— 

1,000 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1,000— 

100,000 

4 

6 

6 

5 

1 

2 

100,000— 

500,000 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

500,000— 

1,000,000 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1,000,000— 

10,000,000 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

3 

10,000,000—100,000,000 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

over  100,000,000 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

13 

13 

14 

14 

9 

9 
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B.  Coli  in 

Pasteurised 

Boiled 

Cold 

Absent 

3 

2 

10  c.c. 

1 

1 

— 

1 c.c. 

2 

1 

1 

.1  c.c. 

1 

4 

2 

.01  c.c. 

1 

4 

— 

.001  c.c. 

3 

1 

4 

.0001  c.c. 

2 

1 

2 

13 

14 

9 

Comparative  figures  for  the  2 years  referred  to  above  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  ; — 


Class  of  Milk 

Less  than  1,000,000 
bacteria  per  c.c. 

No  B Coli  in 
dilutions  less  than 

0.1  per  c.c. 

1945 

1946 

1945 

1946 

Pasteurised 

67% 

85% 

33% 

53% 

Boiled 

0% 

71% 

33% 

57% 

Cold 

30% 

33% 

10% 

50% 

CHOC-ICES. 

The  year  1946  has  witnessed  a considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  ice  cream  with  a chocolate  coating  sold  to  the  public,  and 
samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis  were  reported  upon 
as  follows  : — 


Micro  organisms  per  c.c. 
growing  in  yeastrel  agar 

Bacterium 
Coli  per  c.c. 

Probable 
number  per 
100  c.c’s. 

3 Days  at 
22°  C 

2 Days  at 
37°  C 

1. 

8,800 

690 

-f-  1 c.c. 

70 

2. 

270,000 

4,400,000 

-t-  .1  c.c. 

6,000 

3. 

4,800,000 

630,000 

+ .001  c.c. 

90,000 

4. 

1,080,000 

104,000 

+ .001  c.c. 

60,000 

5. 

92,000 

4,800 

4-  .001  c.c. 

60,000 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  is  directed  to  the  difference  in 
the  cleanliness  of  Sample  No.  1 compared  with  the  remaining  four 
which  are  manufactured  in  a different  manner. 
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In  the  case  of  Sample  No.  1,  the  chocolate  coating  is  cast 
and  the  ice  cream  block  added,  after  which  the  block  is  sealed. 
The  method  used  in  the  remaining  cases  is  of  dipping  an  ice  cream 
block  into  liquid  chocolate  which  solidifies  immediately  it  is 
removed  from  the  chocolate  container. 

It  is  also  pointed  out  that  Sample  No.  1,  which  is  sold  on 
a national  basis,  is  retailed  in  wrappers,  whereas  the  other  four 
samples  are  not  so  protected  from  contamination. 

SUMMARY  OF  CONCLUSIONS. 

1.  The  samples  made  from  the  Pasteurised  mixes  retained 
their  premier  position,  although  there  has  been  a reasonable 
improvement  on  the  1945  results  in  the  case  of  the  boiled  and  cold 
mixes. 

This  improvement  is  due  to  a number  of  factors,  including 

(a)  better  equipment  and  premises  as  a result  of  the  depart- 
ment's activities  in  the  close  season. 

(b)  the  higher  standard  of  personal  attention  in  the  various 
phases  of  manufacture,  and 

(c)  the  lower  temperatures  experienced  in  the  summer  of  1946 
as  compared  with  last  year. 

2.  Draft  Regulations  have  recently  been  formulated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  further  control  in  the  manufacture  of  ice 
cream,  but  unless  thermostatic  control  and  temperature  recorders 
are  insisted  upon  in  these  Regulations,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  ensure  that  they  were  complied 
with  by  manufacturers. 

3.  There  are  still  considerable  variations  in  the  chemical 
composition  of  the  samples  reported  upon,  and  we  cannot  accept 
the  statements  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  that  a legal  standard 
is  not  possible  in  view  of  the  rationing  of  commodities.  In  our 
report  last  year  we  suggested  how  difficulties  could  be  overcome 
by  a varying  standard  according  to  the  supply  of  materials  and 
we  have  no  reason  to  change  our  views. 

The  public  interest  is  better  safeguarded  by  a quality  ice  cream 
than  one  of  quantity.  By  way  of  illustration,  we  might  mention 
that  the  best  " Choc-Ices,”  referred  to  previously  in  this  report, 
are  retailed  to  the  public  at  4d.,  whereas  those  manufactured  in 
a less  hygienic  way  and  showing  a much  poorer  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness, were  being  sold  by  retail  at  6d.  and  9d. 

HARRY  PRIESTLEY, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

HAROLD  V.  DIXON, 
Chief  Meat  and  Food  Insp. 


Sample 

Number 

(15) 

rHr— It— (*—1  T— IT— 

Total  Solids 

Wt. 

gms. 

(14) 

l0^t>.^00tov00v0'^  irj00O>00'^'O000^^<MT-H 

Tl-c0'!^■<^vO^v<MC0^0^lO0CG^ 

f^CslCSjCv4CMT-Ht-Hi-HCsj^T— ICNJO  CM’— 

% 

(13) 

M“rnCM^>•^«.0^<^OC0'0O^^’-<  COO^OOlO^MOOm0^^s.(MG^ 

r>*ro<Mr>.’-H’-HOOO*OiO’— '0^'^ 

OM‘0^<MlnT^o^o^vdkbodo^M-  cmOcmoo^Ocmcmcooco 
CMCMi— ‘CMCMrO’-Hi-HCMCM’— ICMCO  rOCMCMCMfMCMCMCMCMCMCM 

Total  Non-Fatty 
Solids 

Wt.  in 
gms. 
Sums  of 
Cols.  8 
and  10 
(12) 

CM  00  CO  CTi  r-H'OO  a^O’-H^O’^t^OOC50^^M■ 

t^O^'^CMt^OOCMOOOOC^rrM’  vO^’OlnM"O^OO^OO^^M■ 

CM00  00M“roO^M-O>>ni-HCMM-cO  CM»OinOOcOvdoo>a^r^ 

COi— (1— fi-^CM  ’-H  1— ICO’— 't-hM"  CM’— ‘COCOCO’— 'CMM"C0’— 'CM 

% 

Sums 
of  Col. 

7 & 9 

(11) 

CMTf•C^O^OT^^^lOCM^**vOCM^4•^  ^0’~'0^000^f00^^^^0^^««. 

CM,— luor^*— 'vO'OOC^*-'’— •M-’— ' ro'Oa^^^’0»OC^lOro^o^^ 

t>.,— irN.M-r-(CMM"t^O^Ort-t^M-  odo^od’“^O^G^OC^’— 'C'CM 
^CM’— 'CMCM’— It— t’-HCM’— <r-HCM  CM’— <’— 'CM’— *’— 'CM’-^CM»— 'CM 

3ane  Sugar  and 
Other  Solids 

Wt. 

gms. 

(10) 

CMioiO’-HOOCsr^iOrOCOOOOOCO  ■rfOC^rocOO^'O’— 'CMCMO 
OioroOM-iOC^OfOOM-’-'M-  a^O’-tOOOOa^OO»OCOM•’-' 
M-cMinOoo'Oododooo^cM’-'  cm ’-'’-<  cm  odr^t^rj^oor^i 

T— IT-Ht— ( ,-H,— It-Hi-hCO  »— '’— 'CMOO’— ' rHCMCM’-Hi-H 

(6) 

% 

O00^0^f00^0tvt^^o0’-^0^00'0  r^c^)ro«^00t^^OfOO^^^lO^ 

r<■)^OO00  00C^J^O000^O'O^0■^  ^CTicnO’— '^rot^oocM.— 1 

f^TttvjooibooTfc\j(\jr<i'^i''!  ^brO'-iu-itsi.-iT^T-KOOTr 

1— JrHi-Hr-H,— 1,— 1 1,— t,— It— (t— (r-Hr— 1 

Milk  Solids  ' 
Not  Fat 

Wt. 

gms. 

(8) 

O^OOOCO^OC^^^’— 'CM'SOcor^'^  toOCMO’-’00rj-0>v0u-5Tr 
rv.iO’-HOOr^’— 'OCMIOOOM-CMO  ^«.lOCO^>.vOO^T-H^OlOCOcO 

OOirirocOM-rosO’-^’OCM’— icm'cM*  O^M’M-rd’— •'OodoO^O^O 

T— I T— ' T— 1 F-H  f— t 

,-,\0»Dt^'Ooou-)CO.q->-i<r) 

oj'oc^vot^odvdr'ioc^od 

’— ' ,-H 

-l-> 

S oo  oo  22  S O ° u-1 ^ 00  CO  lo  o 0\  oo  ON  VO  >0 

'^°9°°T.^>oro-^vo-^^  Otoc'-^moocvjooco'-"'r 

rodu-ifrilodcjiOcO-H-i 

tiH 

^ 5 

!n  2 [n  m ^ NO O ts)  oo  on  <0  lo  ro  <sj  o fO  oj 

.T'°.  oo^Ocsj-^cNjoooqoo'-;oj 

fodro'vo’fo99(si.-H9  9 

T— 1 T-H 

Wt. 

in 

gms, 

(4) 

OvOt^OOo'^’~**^'^OO^coO  OO^^^lo'^•^'^0^'^CM^ 
C>00CMC>,-i(y^^,^nCiO^00C0  OOt^oOiOTt-^M-OOOO 

^ ’— ' ^ ^ o VO  r>.  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Vol, 

in 

c.c.s, 

(3) 

OOOOOOoOO’^OCMr^iOTfO  CMOcMO<MOM-CM’-'00O 
r^cO’— ‘G^of^o^lo^««.M"oo^>.cM  t^rN.r>.io’’^“0’— icnc^o^’— ' 

,—1  T— < T-H  ,— 1 t"H  t-H 

Cost 

in 

pence 

(2) 

'OvOvOOro^OM-vOO'^'O'O  OOkCOO^OOvOvOOM" 

Sample 

Number 

(1) 

’^CMCOM-iovOt^OOCiO’— 'CMfO  M-'J^vOt^OOO^O’— 'CMrOTj- 

T-H,— IT-HT— 1 
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